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1. Yesterday was & rough dey for the Ranch. Alpha 1ift tock 29 hits to rank
gecond in total hits for a eingle misslon. The record is 30 estahlished in
January 1967. 1'm sure we all agree that we don't need or want records of
this type, however, we know our mission has inherqint hazards of this nature
a:? we must gear ourselves to acceptance of and readlress for any emergencies
which will arise from heavy or accurate grotnd fire.

2. In that regard, 1 want to congratulate all the aircrews of Alpha 1ift
for their c¢oclness under fire, outatanding reaction to emergency situations,
splendid crew cocrdination, completion of the mission end abllity to bring
the birds home in one piles® -~ lots of holes, but still in one piecel.

3. There were two blown tires, a carburetor with holes, a rudder control
cable and various obhsr gpstems impaired or shot up. It was a fine feat off
airmanship,. crow professidnalism and coordination which brought everyone
through the mipsion and home w.i.t.hout personal injury or greater damage to
the aircrai’to

4. 1-am also proud of the maintenance persommel who qulckly mpaired the
aircraft and alliowed ne to continue the dey's sorties.

50 As a kind of benefit frﬁl't the mission the Ranch can share in the aredit
for 1 structures destroyed, 10 damaged, € sampans destroyed, A4 damaged, one -
50 Cal Gun position destroyed and two secondary explosions indicating POL ‘
type or ammo at.t:-ragaa Badeord fighters did the esoort and ahooting up Job.

6. My peraona.'l. congratulations te you alll 'I.'o the Ranchi.
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AR‘I'HUR F McCONNELL JR, it Golonel,, USAF
Commander




