
:3 July 1968 

1. Yesterday was 8 rough day for the Ranch" Alpha lift. took 29 hits to rank 
I!econd ill total hite tor a single mise.ion. The record is 30 established in 
January 1967. l~m sure we all agree t.hat we don'~ need or want records ot 
thie type. however. we know our mission has inheIint hazards of this nature 
ana we must gea!' ourselvos to 8.l:ceptanc. of and resdire ss for any emel'gsncies 
which will arise frOlll, heavy or accurate g~dnd fireo 

2" In t.hat regard.. :t want '1;0 congratulate all the aircrews of Alpha lift • 
for their coolness under fire. outstanding reacl:.ion to emergency situations, ....... ' 
splendid crew coo~nation, completion or the ·miaeioll and ability to bring 
the bi4'de home in one piea. - 10ttlor holes, but still !nOM pie'14I~ 

.3" There were two blown tires. a carburetQl' with holes. Ii). rudder control 
cable and various other IIstems impaired or shot up. It was a tine feat. II 
ail'lllansM.p •. ere,. pl"OfessfSnaUsm and coordination which brought. everyone 
t.hrough the mission III1d home without personal injury or greater damage to 
the aircrafto 

4" I am also proud of: the maintenance personnel who quickly "paired the 
dI'cra:ft and allowed us to continue t.he de;y- a II sortiee" 

5 " As II kind of benefit. f* the mission the Ranch call shal'e :I.n the credit 
for 14 stru.ctures destroyed, 10 dOlllllgfld, 8 sampans deatroyed, 4 damageds one 
50 Cal Gutl position destroyed and two secondary explosions indicating Pm. 
type or amm storage, ~ .tighters did the escort. and Mooting up job" 

6" My persona,l., congrat\llations to you 11.11& 
.' /. .,~' ,.' if 

~/'t' . ';,', 
/ /-' ,r 

./'~ / / I \ 
F 

ARTHUR F .'McCONNELL. JR. Lt Colonel. USAF 
Commander 

To the RanchL 


