3D TAC FIR WG (DXI)

BIEN HOA AB,-RVN . 12 July 1968 kK

-RANCH HANDS SPRAY 4,000000TH ACR .

'

On Tuesday, July 9, the Ranch Hands of the 12th Air Commando Squadron, (De-
foliation), set a milestcne by spraying their four millionth acre. This differ-

ent kind of warfare, designed

%G open up enemy lines of communication, possible

supply routes, base camps. and ambush areas hae been waged against the VG since
1962, Instead of deadly tombs the WG=-123 crewe of the 12th ACS use "24-D",

commercial herbicide solutién used Ey
millions of Americans.

The crew of the record setting air-
craft, which was the fifth aircraft in a
five ship formation,consisted of Major
Jece C. Boyer, aircraft commander; Colonel
Noble F. Greenhill, 315th Air Commando .
Wing commander at Phan Rang, headquarters
for the 12ACS, pilot; TSgt Paul G. Bad-
ders and 33gt Richard C. Bennett, Flight
engineers.

Lt Col Arthur F. McConnell, Jr.,
12th ACS commander greeted the crews
upon completion of the mission.

The unoffical motto of the 12ACS is
"Remember, Only You: Can Prevent Forests,"
and the encmy, %o the pilots of the squa- .
dron, is the green cover below, hiding
the VC in the three=level cancpied Jjungle
and eight foot tall elephant grass.

Flyinmg in fiights of from 2 to nine
aircraft, in echelon formaticn, the Pro-
vider crews take-off loaded with 1,000
gailons =f the plant killer. Each air-
craft is capable of spraying an area 80
yards wide bty 10 miles long.

This 1s done while skimming over the
terrain from 100 to 150 feet at 130 knots!

" The unsyng heros who fly these dange- -
ro's low-level, slow-speed missions are
eXremely vulnerable to ememy ground fire.
Cmeyireraft, fondly known as "Patches"

%ifcieved more than 546 hits.




