








A Collection of Reflections
By Stephanie Bostic

The Lessons of Vietnam class has proven to be a won-
derful learning experience for all students who have taken the
course. Each semester, students are linked with Vietnam veter-
ans from all over the world. At the conclusion of each semester,
we all turn in our link project. Students take some of their best
question-and-answer sessions and formally write them up. At
the conclusion of our write-up is a summary of the lessons we
learned over the semester. Following are some of the most ex-
emplary excerpts from these LOV link projects:

“T have traveled a long journey this semester. Lessons
of Vietnam is a journey that will leave memories with me for a
lifetime. It is hard to describe every emotion that the LOV class
has put me through. Happy to hear of our accomplishments,
excited to see a new e-mail from my link, sad to hear of others’
troubles during the Vietnam war, and the list goes on. It seems
that there are no words to describe an experience like this; you
can only find what it is like by experiencing it yourself."

“Before I became part of this LOV class, I was very
shy about meeting new people, and I had no idea what it took to
fight a war such as Vietnam. Now I have more self-confidence
after getting the chance to communicate with my link. Prior to
taking this class, I was also ignorant about the Vietnam War. 1
didn’t know where Vietnam was or who was irvolved After the
Jact, however, I think that this class has been amazing. This is
definitely my favorite subject of owr history...Almost everything I
learned, I could learn nowhere else.”

“Another reason for my taking this course was to learn
about the § W’s of Vietnam. The Who? NVA and VC. The
What? The misunderstood war. The Where? A smail country
southeast of China. The When? 1965-1975. The Why? To
stop the spread of communism. Everything I have learned this
semester has made me grow and blossom into the maturing teen
that I am. The only reason that I have the courage to do the
things that I have done is because of the support that I have
gained from this class. Throughout the semester, my friends
asked me why I did so much for Mrs. Poling when it was not
even worth a grade. 1 thought about this answer long and hard
and I came to one conclusion. 1 did not do anything for Mrs.
Poling this semester... I did it for me. After taking a course on
the Vietnam War, I know that my opinion does count in every-
thing that goes on, Although, I am not a huge fum of politics, 1
will always vote and make sure that my opinions are heard.”

*“The gamut of participants in this war was interesting
and varied. Since I “inherited” this war and did not actually
experience it, all of these new facts have been a wonderful sub-
stitute. ] have learned that we Americans have everything today
and don’t even know that we do. The men and women who
Jought for our country are the heroes. They are the herces who
attempt to teach us of their experiences before we make the
same mistakes, and to them we owe a great deal of thanks."”

“This class was great and it helped me understand
what happened politically during the war. The atmosphere of
the class was always positive, and it seemed like everyone in the
class wanted to learn about the Vietnam War just as much as I
wanted to. I believe that the goal of the LOV class is to make
sure that the youth of today never forget the mistakes of yester-
day, and it is teachers like Mrs. Poling who make sure that we
do remember and never forget.”

The Lessons of Vietnam class would like to thank
every single Vietnam veteran link and guest speaker who help to
make this course as special as it is!
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LOYV “Links”
Spring, 2001

Student

Korrie Singler:
Tessa Gibson:
Maggie Evans:

Jonathan Turner:

Andy Smith:
Megan Lee:

Natalie Hecht:
Laura McGuirt:

Jenny McCauley:
James Lamb:
Robert Peterson:
Amanda Salerno:
Chad Sadi:
Kenia Caze:
Jumoke Blaize:
Elesha Speight:
Derrick Walker:
Michael Glass:
Dave Levine:
Cory Viklund:
Kyle Bever:
Brandon Harris:
Kasha Lynch:
Sara Ostrow:

Willie Johnson:
Jen Arani:

Veteran Link

Gene Shaefer
Dave Samuels
Joe Harsch
Gary Turner
Son Pham
Terry Hope
& VADM Tidd
Phil Price
Mouzetta Zumwall-
Weathers
& Jim Zumwalt
Bob Creel
Kit Lavell
Joe Galloway
Charles Sapp
Cecil Martin
Nancy Mahnke
Robert Gray
Larry Stogner
Carl Bimbo
Mark Weems
Bud Gross
Bob Brown
Jere McCarthy
Dan Sheehan
Phil Beane
John Odom
& Lee Wilson
Phil Latimer
Jim Nelson
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