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The Bridges Staff would like to dedicate this issue to Mr. Carl Bimbo and Mr. Phil Beane. Their support of the Millbrook High School Lessons of Vietnam Program has been invaluable - both inside and outside the classroom! 

We Are All Connected By History 
By Giang Nguyen 

Sometimes I am faced with the questions: How does it feel to be Vietnamese? How does it feel to be part of a country that 
caused so much controversy and confusion in America? Well, much to my disappointment, 
this issue seems to have been ignored until I experienced the LOV class. I had no idea what 
an impact Vietnam has had on America. I was stunned to see that there are actua1ly those 
who are willing to talk about this controversial war. Unfortunately, my memory of Vietnam 
is quite vague due to the fact that I had to leave at the age of five. My parents' explanation 
for leaving was that Vietnam seemed to have no future; it's an upside-dowrl place where, 
without money, there is barely any hope. 

Ciang serves P'iell1Omere cuisine 10 her LOr 

Now I have found that beaury still exists in people, especially those who are willing to 
race the truth and care to share their truths with my "lost generation" who thinks that Vietnam 
is just another country, another war, and therefore mundane history. Yet, our Lessons of 
Vietnam experience proves that history can never be forgotten. It is more than just boring 

classmates. text contained in volumes of books. I find that history is more important than ever, and 
everyone and everything is connected by it. We must all live together, and we must do so by learning from each other, knowing that peace, if not now, then in th~ future, is not impossible . •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• A Gift of Knowledge 

B.., Norma Kwee 
As students in the Lessons of Vietnam class entered the fall semester, we had no idea how much we would personally grow through the Link Program. Each semester every student is linked with a person who has a close relationship with the Vietnam War. At the conclusion of the semester, students compile their experiences into a Link Project which we share with our links. Just by reading the following student excerpts, one realizes the powerful impact this program has! "!f you read a history book many questions stN remain. The link experience opened my eyes to so many truths." 
"Understanding is the most important Kl!.Y to acceptance. Now I can accept that although Pie/nom is thought of as a mistake, there were Ihose who foughl in the war who saw it as a mission 0./ courage. while others re/zU7ted fle/ing lost. I can accept lhe difforing opinions if olhers while holding on to my own . .I can accept the challenge when someone questions me about the Pie1nom War. I can share with them the wisdom of my very own personal cOllneclion 10 a war many people do nol understand and accept Ihemselves. II 

'7.foel t!urt il is importanl for teenagers today 10 ltave someone who Ihey con leOf'lt from and help Ihem 10 forlher their educalional growlh. I found the Link Program 10 be Ilrol kind if mentonng expen"ence. I have always gotten Ihefeeling Ihol previous generations allloo ojien write off my generahon os IUIdisciplined, Imcanng. and ignorant. /1 was comforling and rewarding for me to be able to con verse wilh someone wno truly cored about my questions and ideas. n "Messages I receive almosl everyday from my linJ: provide me with information accessible only outside the classroom. Tolking with my link via Internet mrulls in quicker responses 10 my 
A great/inK match - Giang Ngu)'eII questions. Stories o/tragedy and sacrifice bring to life the lusloricoi lime period and foef my quest and her dad! for more knowledge. " 

"I d'ifinile(v leamed invaluable lessons that will aid me Ihroughout my Ifle. Hislory will forever be present. •• .. One thing Ihall have learned is lhat diis is history. Hi? are living in hi.flory; we an! maldng histo!)< Hi? have Ihe power 10 cllange it. and we /ta'Jf! Ihe power to pass it on. " 
LOV students will take the lessons and insights they have learned from their links with them throughout their lives. Each one of us has been given a unique gift of knowledge. As LOV student. Erin Collins, commented, "A gift Tirol if eract/y Wlrol thif proje!:t has been to me - a gift if knowledge. 77tis is the most meaningful. becatlSe nobody con luke awt{V wlrotyot/ know. " .A •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 


