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By CIie/,ll'a Tucker 

As I walked slowly behind my 
father at The Wall. I reali7.ed my year­
long dream had tinally come true. The 
man \\'ho is the biggest part of my life 
was now taking a giant step. and there I 
\vas right next to him. I did not have to 
ask what was going through his lllind~ I 
could just rcad the tears nowing down 
his cheek". We began to connect in a 
way that made this experience surreal. 
and I will never forget it as long as I 
live. 

The most touching moment for me 
was when a man came lip to him and 
asked if he \vas a Vietnam Veteran. My 
father said. ··Yes:' They then hugged 
like they had known each other for a 
lifetime. and the man said. ·'God bless you. and welcome home:' 

After our candlelight service Friday evening, my father, some 
of my classmates. and I went back to The Wall just to expelience it 

at night. I tinally gained enough 
courage to ask my dad, "Do you recog­
nize any of the names?" He responded, 
"No," but I knew that all he could think 
about was his own past experiences­
positive and negative. 

The Lessons of Vietnll!ll class, oLlr 
field trip to the Vietnam Veterans 
Memorial, and my teacher have helped 
to create a comfortable new found rela­
tionship between my father and myself. 
My dad is a different person now. After 
30 year>, he has finally removed the 
baITier that had bottled up emotions 
within him for so long. Charles Tucker 
is now free-free to express those 
emotions and thoughts. and answer 

any questions that I might ask about his wartime experiences. I am 
proud of him. I can now say with undeniable pride, ··Yes. my father 
is a Vietnam Veteran, and we talk about it all the time:' 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * i lH'\IH'fil'd LillO! Wlh 
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What staI1ed as a wet ami dreary Friday morning in our Nation's 
capitol. soon became a \vonderful educational and emotional expe­
rience for 1_0\1 students visiting the Vietnam Veterans Memorial 
on April 22no. Our featured guest speaker was Veteran/Link Mr. 
Oa\'id Rabadan, \\:ho served with the 196th Light Int~mtry Brigade 
in Vietnam. He briefed us on the controversy surrounding the 
Memorial's construction, and shared his O\vn personal feelings 
about the War and The Wall. Mr. Rabadan feels that "this black ice­
herg-with its heroes identified above the surface and its stories 
living beneath it-is transcendent in its ability to connect genera­
tions." He also reminded us that each name represents a family that 
was forever changed. Students were then able to spend some per­
sonal time \\'ith Mr. Rahadan. Mr. Bill McGrady. Mr. Phil Beane. 
Dr. Ric Vandett, Mr. Larry Weatherall. and Mr. Charles Tucker­
all special \'elerans associated with our LOV Program. 

After we paid our respects to the fallen soldiers and had 
completed ruhhing'i of names that were singularly meaningful to 

our links and 
our I:unilies. 
we gathered 
together 
once agaIn. 
We wish to 
share with 
you Dr. Ric 
Vandetl's 
eloquent 
closing 
remarks-

First olall, I want to thank you/or the hOI/or and respect 
you hare shml'n all Vietllam Veterans ~ the ones H'ho 
refilmed home and those who paid the ultimate 
.W/critice lIl/d ~rhwe I/llmes are on The Wall. YOll hOl1or 
aI/ (~lIlS hy being here today. 

MallY (~llls who returned IUIl'c ahroysfelt that H't' did not 

get the hOllor and respect we de.'Jerved pn' sfiTing ollr 
cOllntry hecause the H'lIr dil'ided this COlfl1tJ~\", and the 
Vietnalll ~0t.~ were seell as symbols qf that diri.\ioll. Those 
whose !lames are on The Wall desert·£, bettCl: And your 
presence today hOllors lhem. 

/ remember my first \'isit to The Wall. 11 was (I tremell­
dOllS cmotional eX/Jerience for 11/£'. / cried harder than I 
h(ll'c en.>r cried ill lI1y life. The tears and emoriolls just 
pourcd oW (~r me. And that Wall, tile beautj/lil, Mack 
strucfllre, took those Cl1/otiolls lind absorhed them into her 
(/l!ml'ing me to hc uh/e to look llf her withollt tcurs. Alld 
that \" II'/Ult she does. She takes lilt' (-'//lotions, tht' pain. (llld 
the teurs ./i"()l11 (-'([ch \'eteroll Irho risits her for rhe .Ii rst time, 
alit! takes those ./~'elillg.l,· into that bellllt(/lil Mack granite. 
She tllkes oilr /)(/ins {{lid aI/mrs liS to lead I/ormal /ires. 

Because YOIi (fre here todllY, YOIl hOllor her (//ul YOil 
hOllor al/ (~llls ~ those lrlio returned home wltl those Oil 
The Wall, Wid / thank YOllj()r that. -Ric Vandett 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
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By Karhryn Srell 

On Thursday, 
April 21. 2005. Ms. 
Poling's LOVIRJR 
cla~~ began our 

Washington, D.C. 
FidJ Trip \ .... ith an eye­

opening \'i:-.it to the Cnited Stales 
Institute of Peace (USIP). We learned 
aboLlt the beginnings of the lJSIP, an 
independent go\,crnment agency 
establisheu by Congress nearly \\ven­
ty year" ago. We also learned 110\\ 
this Institute operates hy working on 
occa",ion to help mediate and resolve 
contlicts at the request of foreign nations. Then. our speakers relat­
ed the Vietnam \\/ar to current i.'-.sues and .:m.s\vercd our questions 
intently. 

Dr. Jeffrey Hebing's topic of disCLlS.,ion compared the 
Vietnam \Var to Operation Iraqi Freedom. He cmpha<.;i/cd the C011-

lexh in \\Chich \\it \-vent to 'IvaI'. the dome.,tic rolicie~ developing 
during the war~. and the insurgency lllo\'ement~. In thesc way~. 
Vietnam and Iraq can be compllred. Hmvever. Dr. Hebing con­
L'iuded,"That vvhile the parallels arc not equitable, it i ... important to 
ulldcr"tand the de~ire .. of Pre~ident~ Johnson and Bu~h to insure 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * 
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HI" Elilily Reus.1 

There is only' one memorial in the entire Nation that honor~ all 
military \'.loman-the \\'omen in Military Service for America 
Memorial in Washington, D.C. Thi:- memorial promotes education. 
Jispla),':-. fantastic exhihits, and directs a broad archivc and research 
collection relating to the womcn who ... erved. 

My cla:-.smates and I were privileged to have a guided tour led 
hy retired Army Nurse and former Deputy' Director of the 
Mel1l()rial-and LOV cla"s Link. Ms. June Eldridge, She "howed u'.; 
clothing, photographs, and documents that descrihed all thc collec­
tive .. tmies of the 2 to J million women \I./ho proudly served their 
country from the Revolutionary War to the present day in Iraq. To 
"hO\\'casc the ama7.ing crfort~ of women in Vietnam. there \ .. 'Cre \'ar­
ious artifact<, on di:-.play '.;uch <1\ sen'ice lIledals. military' payment 
ceniticatc:-.. and uniforms representing the American Red Cross. 
Army Special Service:-, Air Force. and Navy Nurse Corps, 

The most extraordinary exhibit to calch every student's atten­
tion wa" Fact's (?f"the F(/llen. It honors American :..ervice member .. 
killed in Afghanistan and Iraq. and include~ over I.JOO signature 
portrait:-.. Viewing notes left by t~lmil~y meIllbers. wedding band!>', 
photos, and seeing visiting :..olcliers evoked emotional feeling:.. \vith­
in all of u ... that cannot be forgotten. 

Photo /;.1" Carol Hig/1.IIIIith­
e(ilirte.l.\" ()r~FUvfSA /we/lloria/ 

From our tour 
of the Women's 
MemoriaL we not 
only gained more 
re:..pect for the 
courageous women 
who have made the 
ultimate sacrifice 
for freedom. hut to 
all \vho have com­
mitted themselves 
to ~erving America. 

credibility in the larger \var at stake, 
the Cold War. and the War on 
Tenorisl11." 

Dr. Imad Harh. who had just 
returned from time in Lehanon and 
Iraq. addressed LOVIR/R ~tudents 
next. He de~cribed the slO\\' pro­
gression toward democracy in the 
Middle East and explained why the 
totalitarian regimes arc not benefit­
ing those countric~. Egypt\' presi­
dent is allowing other candidates to 

Jibe listed on the ballot. Bahrain just 
became a parliamentary democracy 

(although it still operates as a kingdom). and Kuwait's parlia­
ment decided in favor of V-iomen"" suffrage. Dr. Harh said that 
democracy needs to he '·attainablc ... sustainahle" and that the 
"Middle East is ripe for change .. generational change." 

Having an interactive discussion with foreign policy 
experlS at the United States Institute of Peace \\"<1:" a \vOlH.lcrful 
:..tart to our 2005 \Vashington, D.C. Field Trip. It was an excel­
lent opportunity to apply the knowledge gained from our 
LOVIRII? class to better comprehend prospect'-. for peace in the 
real world. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * 
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H\ CllIlldia Orti-:. 

Editor"s Note: This past year, several :..tudents from M:... Poling's 
I"OVIRIR and U5;. HistOlY cla ... ses have heen writing letters to ~ol­
diers who arc cUlTently serving in Iraq. These .. tuJents \\'<tnt the sol­
diers to know how much thcir ~ervice and :..acrifice arc appreciated. 
Corporal Kellen J. Scott 3/4 I. CO. United State ... Marine Corps, the 
cousin of Nikki Higgins, a Millbrook High School junior, recently 
corresponded with us. \Ve woulJ like to share a portion of his letter 
\\'ith our reaJer<,: 

/)('01" fYIs, Poling's U.S. 11i.\IO'~\" and Lessolls olViell/(11Il Sllldents, 
... 1 WII greatly illlprc.\·\·rd \l'itl1 ol! (d' YOllr .WIJ/JOrt (//1(/ 

pm.\"rrs. Ilwl"e ohserrcc/ (orer Illy thrce (/e/J/o,rlllcnts to Iraq) 
t17m a/thol/gh !he jJuhlic lIIay di.\(/gree H'ilh lhe '1mI" if.\('~r lhey 

still slllll)ort all (?l fht sClTice mcmbers. This Iw/"m/igll1 is ill 
\'harp CO/ltrw! to the IHJ/m/ar O/Jinioll durillg the Vie/l1ol/l Era. 
My role here in Imq is ill the spotlight right 11011' hCCllllse (?fIJOI­
ilics (llId gOH'I"IlIIU'/Il. hilt thc qlliet hehind the scelles wort.. (!lall 
(!/" YOII is jw"l (IS, {lno! II/ore. illlporlal/t. Main' ("{rill/res, cOlln­
lrie.\, lind cil'ili;£IlirJ/ls do lIot lUi)"/! the opporlllility to (fft£'nd (I 

(orllla/.\choo/ to purslle (Ill educatioll, let (lloneIecl s((/c' ('lIough 
to ottcl1d slIch (/II i/l.\lilll1ioll. Al hOIll£' YOII IIIW{ i"(!/Icentmlc Oil 

\I'hat had heell hilferly lh:J('nded agaill\1 al/m/I'ersliries ({/i'ee­
dOIll, H'hic/J is Feedom itse(f While my hrothers. si.\lerS, alld I 
jig/If to seCf{re rhe Iraqi Ih)()/J/e II"/t17 the S(/III(' Ol'j)()rlllllili£'s II'!) 

jun'£', YOIi lI/l1st t(/ke .fill! adHlI1t(/gc (~f"thc ojJjJorlllnirics YOIi 
h(/I'(". (//u/thm We' /U/I'(> gi\,(~1/ 10 YOIl. 

MUI/Y (~f" YOIl IIwnriolled W\tVII Veterans (/1/(/ Vietll(//11 
Vete/"{/l1s. Think "hour thelll us yOI/ slIIdy (///(1 grw/twte infO lhe 
l1ext part (?l YOllr n\·es. I \\"(Jllld like (() .\£I.\" rlll/nk you PH' (/1/ of" 
n!l/r slIpport and el1c()umgellle11l to those (lllS sen'ing 0111' 

cOl/lllry. Thanks aguin for YOllr kind lellers (lwl lIIelllJinpjid 
gratittu/e to us all here. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
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By MOlliqlw OI;l'I';m 

.. 
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\Vhen I fir~t began writing for 
/Jridgt's. I found myself at a complete loss 
a" to where I "hould begin. I had not yet 
taken thL' Le .... wl1s uj" Vietl/(/I/I (LOF) 
course and had learned vcry little ahout 
the Vietnam Era in my U.S. Hi<.;tory clas."', 
So I saL dO\vn vvith Mr." Poling to jUlllp­
stali all idea. After reali/jilt! that I \vas a 
blank C~IIl\'as. she "tm1eu a",king me basic 
questions ahout the Vietnam \Var -- and 
what I thought about Vietnam Veterans. I 

told her the "tereotypical answer: dishe\'eled men who were left 
"broken" from the \\aL drug ahu-.ers \',:ho neglected their t~llllilics, 
lonely souls who were still angry at the world. After taking this 
COl!r:-.e and meeting: ",eyeral Yeterans who seryed in all hranches of 
the Armeu Foree:-., I no\\' know my perceptiom \vcre way otf ba:-.e! 

The hlCt i.., that most vetcran" pickeLi up with their li\'es after the 
war: other:-. eYen had succe"sful military careers. Howeyer. public 
perception i", deceiYing:, and without thi.., ela:-."" I might not han:' 
knO\\'11 the truth. Hollywood has pla)icd a big pali in perpetuating the 
myth, more often th'lIl not. ca:-.ting Vietnam Veteram in a negatiye 
light. 

The "'peaker.., in ollr LOt' clas.., have really helped me see the 
true Lice of a Vietnam Veteran. I have met a Vice Admiral who is 
one of the sillarte:-.t Illen aliye. I ha\'e met a Red eros" "Donut 

Dolly" who was able to touch my hean with her storie" of heroi"'lll 
and per"onal anguish. I have Illet a Marine who al:-.o ",er\'l'(l a:-. a 
Green Beret. He had a sense of humor e\'en when talking about an 
attack that could ha\'t~ ended hi", life. The..,e are just a few of the peo­
ple vvho have shared their ..,tnrie" with our class: but there are count­
Ie"", other.., who have their OvVI1 memories from the vvar who arc not 
huw/fed by them. 

'\1y link is \1r. Dan Sheehan. a Harvard graduate who "en'ed in 
the Navy for twent)' years. \Vhen I a"keLi him what he would likL' 
high "choul qudents to knO\v about Vietnam Veteran:-.. he replied. 
"\Ve Vietnam veterans arc y'our neighbor" and fellow 
Americans ... \Ve're ju:-.t people who had a difficult job. Somc of u:-. 
did it w'el\. some did not --- but. for the most pali. we did \vhat was 
needed:' 

Vietnam Veterans have not alv..:ays been supported, but now i~ 
our time to thank them for doing: their dUly. Political ideologie~ 

<1 . ..,ide. tho,..,c \\iho serve in the ArnlL'd Forces :-.hould be held in our 
highest esteem. \.II/hat they do for our country i:-. far Illore important 
than 1ll0-;t of u'" will ever know or under~tand. Before ~iving lahels 
to Vietnam Veteran" ha~ed on what you have seen in the media, talk 
to one and lind out for YOLlr~elr. I have found that the . ..,e men and 
women who <.;erved and sacrificed in the jungles of Southeast Asia 
are the Illo:-.t alTI<uin,g: people on earth-and no mcLiia report or 
movie has ever been ahle to capture the magnanimity of their roil' 
in our hi:-.tory. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
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i\.., happcll" in time~ of war. the Vietnam Era was a catal:y.'-,t for 
cultural change. Thi~ change manifcsted itself in Illany way": cloth­
ing :-.tyle:-.. pop culture, and especially. lllu"ic. As the V.lar escalated 
in the mid 1l)6(rs. the ll1u..,ic or that tillle experienced change. 
\Vhile acou-"Iic music. along with rod .. \vere the mo~t COllllllon 
~t)- k·:-,. guitars in hem,), \.werdrive . ..,creaming ..,010.." and soaring 
lyric" a:-...,ociatcd with rock were "till in their early "tage". 

Protc:-.t Illu"ic had it~ rooh in the folk music of the late 1950\ 
and carly 1960\. Arti..,h like Phil Och:-.. Tom Paxton, \\loody 
Guthrie. Pctc Seeger. The King"ton Trio. Joan Bael. and Peter. Paul 
and Mary hroke ground here. Joni Mitchell and Judy Collins callle 
along in the Illid '6()..,. AnLi. of cour",e. Bob Dylan wa:-. the driving: 
creati\c force behind them aiL turning from acuu . ..,tic folk to elec­
tric folk-rock in 1965. 

:"-.10-"1 young pcople today belic\'L' 
the 1ll0",t popular Illu"ic during the war 
focused on prote,,!. \\!hilc prote",t Illu..,ic 
had it" plaCL'. it \\'as neve!" reall)' main­
-,tre'-lill pop. The Briti"h InyasillJ1 of the 
earl) '60", \cd hy The Beatle:-. in 1963 
and group:-. like The R\.)lling Stone..,. The 
Kinb. Marianne Faithful and other". 
Liolllinated American pop mmic with 
itwe "ongs and adolescent ang"L but 
was not gener.llly anti-war. Not until the 
TL'l Offensive in 196::\ did protc-,t 
I11mic-and rock in general------Jevelop a 
little harder edge. Prote"t Illll:-.ic was not 
only about the \Var. hut also about 
prote:-.ting racial prejudice. the "estab-

lishmcnt." and even "hippie~." Artists like Jefferson Airplane. BellT) 

McGuire, The Who. Buffalo Spring!ield. and The Byrd" made their 
mark in this area. 

The early 1970's hegan the age of what is nov,,' called "classic 
rock." Music freely mixed acoustic and haniL'r rock. having Ie".., 
concern with lahels like "folk-rock" and paving the \\'<.1)' for the 
more Illain~trealll mu:-.ic of the 1980\ and ·90s. Rand:-. lik.e the 
Doohie Brother~. Boston. Lynyrd Skynyrd, and Steppenwolf 
emerged with a harder image. Major players of the '6()", (most 
notahly The Beatle:-. in '71) went away. while "ome (The Rolling 
St()ne~ and ThL' \Vho) ",tayed. "till "cHing the pace in tonI.', attitude 
and lyric. Today's l1lu~ician~ \\.:ould list man)' ~uch arti"ts as their 
main inspiration as. in my opinion. they ~hook the Illu",ic world like 

no other". Evcn though thi" newcr st) Ie of 
rock was popular among young peopk, 
there remained light rock. hands and Illany 
t~Hl" of popular 1960'~ folk mu:-.ic. 

A good \\ ay to study cultural hi"wry 
i . .., through the Illu..,ic of thL' tilllL' and the 
motivation" behind it. Vietnam wa" a rev­
olutionary period. with a young genera­
tion heginning to a"k que:-.tion" and 
expre,,:-. themselve-;. much likL' the older 
generation before thclll had done during 
the Jau Age. \Vhile \\e may' l1L'ver "ee 
another era like Vietnam. -,tudying the 
music of that timc can pro\'ide lJ'-, \\ ith a 
"window'· through which we can examine 
the motivation for :-.ocicty·<.; cultural 
change". 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
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Many of the students as~ociated 
with the LOVIRIR Program feel that 
"!inking" is one of the most educa­
tional-and exciting-aspects of this 
class. Through the Link Program, stu­
dents are ahle to interact with living 
history. If you are lucky, like myself. 
YOLI might be paired with a local link, 
and be given the opportunity to intro­
duce that person to your classmates ~ 

For a whole semester. my link. 
Mr. Tom Dingbaum, who is a former 
Infantry Company Commander, 

Korean Linguist and Green Beret. and I kept in touch through 
weekly e-mail exchanges. He answered my questions thoughtful­
ly. and he continually ofTcred intriguing insights relating to impor­
tant foreign policy isslIes. The most satisfying pm1 of sharing 
these exchanges is the knowledge \\ie all acquire. Linking helps us 
gain experience from their personal experiences. Linking encour­
ages critical thinking and independent ~tudy. I thank Ms. Poling, 
Mr. Dingbaurn. and all of our amazing speakers and linh for 
enriching our journey through I.OVIRIR in this very special way. 

•• * 
I'm not the only one who has had a wonderful linking 

experience! Here's what some or my c1a'ismates have to say: 

, Linking connects liS to tlu' past in afiln Imy that makes lfS 

lIWlt to leal'll more." - Cham Nguyen 

'Linking gil'es liS a plw/hrm to express 01/,. I'iews and 
opinions ahoul politics ([nd war." -1\1att Kemerait 

"Tlli.l; linking experil!nce has been l!fe-changing/hl' me. I 
hare learned so many lije lessons. and Illy Cl'ilic(l1 thinking 
skills haw' really imprO\'ed." -Chelsea Thcker 

. "Linking with a l'eteran goes past the mIlle qj'kl101l'ledge and 
learning abollt the Vietnam Era: it extends a hand (~t:/;'iend­
s'hip and IInden·twuling." -Mark Stephenson 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * 
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B\' Joy Strickland 

Retlecting back on the LOVIRIR class. I 
can only marvel at the unique experience. 
One of the most rewarding aspects of the 
class is its Link Program. which allows stu­
dents to cOlTespond directly with people 
who played important roles during the 
Vietnam Era. My link was Nguyen Xuan 
Phong, fonner South Vietnamese Minister 
of State during the Paris Peace Talks ( 1968 
to 1973). 

To help me understand Ambassador Phong's background, 
Ms. Poling encouraged me to read his book, Hope alld Vanqllished 
Relilily. It details his life during the Vietnam Era and shares his 
philosophies concerning the war and its aftermath. "Purposes of 
hope are very personal and individual," Ambassador Phong wrote. 
"but hopes with meaningful and rational purposes are also com­
municative ... they may prevaiL acquire. and give meaning to 
hope's purposes." Without hope, he could never have with~tood 
his five-year imprisonment in a North Vietnamese "reeducation" 
camp. To this day. Ambassador Phong continues to fight an ongo­
ing battle on behalf of his people. During a symposium at Texas 
Tech University three years ago which was attended by commu­
nist officials. he gave an impassioned speech about the suffering 
of his fellow Vietnamese citizens. He concluded with a demand 
for the communists "to let my people go:' and he became an icon 
for people fighting for human rights. 

Although I was initially intimidated by Ambassador Phong's 
international stature. he quickly put me at ease. His letters read as 
though he had written to the dearest or friends, and his incredible 
sense or humor always made me smile. Our political discussions 
ranged from pacitication attcmpts undertaken during the War to 
other military options that President Johnson might have chosen . 
Our conversations were not only limited to war and peace. We also 
spoke of topics ranging rrom linguistics to history, from childhood 
pranks to current events. And, through each of our discussions. his 
warm message of hope rang clear. 

The Vietnam Era was a crucial time in our Nation's history; 
but for many young peoplc of my generation. the issues are 
unclear or even irrelevant. Ambassador Phong has opened my 
eyes. not only to new points of view about the Vietnam War, but 
al-;o about life. An incredible man. Ambassador Nguyen Xuan 
Phung is more than an historical hero. He is a philosopher. a men­
tor. a human rights crusader-and, most amaLingly. he is my 
tt·iend. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * 
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