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Skeptical Army Vets Expect 
North Viets To BreGrk Truce 
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by TIMOTHY R. PEARSON 
Tribul\e Stall Reporfer 

Will a peace agreement 
ending . the Vietnam war be 
signed Saturday? If so, how 
long will it last? 

Those were questions asked 
today by severa! area Army 
veterans ih response to Presi· 
dent Richard M. Nixon's an­
nouncement Tuesday night 
that an agreement has been 
reached to .end the conflict. .. -

Three veterans, including 
two who served in Vietnam, 
predict North Vietnam proba­
bly will not abide by the 
agreement. 

"I'm skeptical about the an­
lOuncement," said Kit Re­
ide, age 21, 1213 Midland, 
taya! Oak. "A lot can happen 
'etween now and Saturday. 
"Henry Kissinger had high 
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hopes of signing an agree­
ment late last year, but it 
never was." 

Then an Army Spec. 4, Re· 
side was in an artillery unit at 
r'ire Base Nancy, north of 
DaNang. 'He was in Vietnam 
for six months starting Oc-
tober,.1971. . 

If a peace agreement is 
signed Saturday, he predicts 
it won't last long. "I think it 
will hi 0 a matter of time be­
fore I\' "th Vietnam troops 
wiII retu\-l~.to the south. This 
could end."up as a' cold war 
similar to what happened in 
Korea. " 

He said Vietnam may be­
come a "hotspot which could, 
flare up at any time." 

Bitter about the war, he 
·said: "Too many lives were 
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w<tsted and a lot of mane; 
spent for what was achieved." 

,'\nother Army veteran', 
t ' red Payne, age 24, 1323 Pop· 
lar, Royal Oak, agreed. 

"It was a waste of time to 
go over and fight, and come 
back with t.he country no fur­
ther ahead than when we 
w<:nt into it/' he explained. 
-. ,m{yne predicts an agree­
ment will be signed but said 
Nor t h Vietnam probably 
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won't follow its terms. C 

"I'm glad its over so others . ( 
dDll't have to go ',over there, 
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but I'm not sure North Viet­
nam will go along with it," he 
said. "There ha ve been agree­
ment5 with other countries 
thdt have been broken, so 
what good is a peace treaty?" 

Payne was in Vietnam for 
13 months, returning home in 
April, 1970., He was an in-
fantry staff sergeant. . 

A former Army major, Har­
vey R?senberg, ag~ ~9,. De~ 
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