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Four hundred and twenty-one 
enemy soldiers were killed in opera­
tion "Atlas Wedge" in early 1969 
but they were accounted for in many 
separate contacts during a 16-day 
period. Contact with enemy troops 
at the end of 1969 consisted pri­
marily of small skirmishes invol­
ving Big Red One squads and pla­
toons. Enemy movement during the 
day was rare and a sighting of 
more than a dozen enemy troops 
at any one location at night was 
unusual. In late November for in­
stance, the 2nd Battalion, 28th In­
fantry ran into an unusually stub­
born enemy force in the Trapezoid 
13 miles northwest of Lai Khe. That 
fire fight turned out to be the most 
significant contact during the fall 
quarter with a total of 30 Com­
munist KIAs credited to the Black 
Lions. 

Killing VC and NV A troops how­
ever, does not accurately tell the 
real story of the Big Red One in 
Vietnam. "Vietnarnization" combin­
ed with a strong pacification pro­
gram and unique self help projects 
has been the key to the Division 

success. The Division has proven 
that a well planned program using 
combined US-AR VN operations, 
combined fire support bases and li­
terally hundreds of special civic ac­
tion programs is the most effective 
way to defeat guerrilla forces. This 
program has been so successful that 
the Division can now redeploy from 
this AO, turning a much greater 
portion of responsibility over to AR­
VN troops, confident that the many 
villages, roads and highways now 
considered secure will remain so in 
the future. 

Involvement with the concept of 
"Vietnamization" was started by the 
1st Infantry Division long before 
the word itself became popular. The 
Big Red One has led all divisions 
in Vietnam in this effort with its 
Dong Tien (Progress Together) pro­
gram. Unlike previous training pro­
grams in Vietnam, Dong Tien com­
bined US and AR VN troops at fire 
support bases and also provided for 
combined operations down to squad 
level. AR VN soldiers at all levels of 
command received extensive on-the­
job training giving them greater 

combat experience and also greater 
confidence in their own ability and 
their support units. 

The Progress Together concept 
has not been limited to any one unit. 
The 1st Division's Quarter Horse 
cavalry squadron has done extensive 
work with Vietnamese Regional For­
ces and Popular Forces units-the 
village-level self defense organiza­
tions. Vietnamese soldiers have also 
combined with other Big Red One 
troops on ground reconnaissance 
operations, ambush patrols and air 
assaults. The entire effort was de­
signed to prepare the Vietnamese 
armed forces to handle both Viet 
Gong insurgency and North Viet­
namese regulars. 

The Big Red One efforts to up­
grade AR VN and local defense 
units has been important and much 
emphasis was placed on this pro­
gram during the past two years. 
Vietnarnization, however, refers to 
more than armed forces training. It 
means the building of a stronger 
economy, stronger internal security 
and a stronger government. 

Success in this area can be seen 



most vividly by exam1rung the fate 
of local villagers. Areas that four 
and five years ago belonged ex­
clusively to VC/ NV A hard core re­
gulars are now secure. Vietnamese 
villagers live in these areas without 
fear. Not only are these villages 
secure, but the people can now 
travel to and from other villages 
without worry, they can transport 
their produce on improved roads 
and purchase items from Saigon and 
other centers of commerce that have 
never been available in the past. 

Consider the condition of the fam­
ous "Thunder Road"-Highway 13. 
Two years ago travel on this road 
from the Di An-Saigon area north 
to Phu Cuong, Phu Loi, Ben Cat, 
and Lai Khe was lirru ted to armed 
convoys. Today, Thunder Road is 
a busy, paved highway whisking 
traffic back and forth between vil­
lages and the u_rban areas to the 
south. The improvement of this road 
and many others in the Division 
AO, such as Highway 14 which 
snakes west from Ben Cat to Dau 
Tieng, has meant many things. It 
has brought a new econorillc life to 
the small farmer, it has opened the 
area to easy and convenient travel 
and has created a new feeling of 
awareness in formerly isolated com-
munities. · 

Besides the roads, many other Big 
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TET of 1968 saw the VC and NV A launch coordinated attacks 
against many cities and Yillages thoughout Vietnam. TET of 
1970 was completely different as shown in these pictures taken 
in Ben Cat Yillage seYeral miles south of DiYision Headquarters. 

Red One projects have helped to 
make rural living a little easier. The 
Division Engineers have completed 
numerous projects such as ditch im­
provement and the construction of 
water wells, bridges and irrigation 

dikes. Schools, medical facilities and 
orphanages have also been built by 
Big Red One troops. Vocational 
training is another project of ex­
treme importance and again the 1st 
Division has helped in this area. 

Even a US civilian concern working 
in the Division area has contributed 
heavily to these projects, training 
over 300 Vietnamese from the Lai 
Khe-B!!n Cat area to be heavy e­
quipment operators, electricians and 
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repairmen. This has provided the 
local people with a new source of 
income and given them valuable 
training and education. 

The Big Red One effort in III 
Corps has targeted every aspect of 
this conflict from military operations 
to the civilian self-help programs. 
Some projects were no doubt more 
successful than others, but an honest, 
sincere and strenuous effort was put 
forth by the Division and the indivi­
dual men in each of the units to 
help the Vietnamese help them­
selves. This was successful on the 
battlefield, in their villages, in their 
homes. 

To gain a greater insight into the 
total Division effort, we must exa­
mine other activities conducted 
by the 1st Division during the past 
five years. 

The Division GS staff has been 
working for the past five years in 
two extremely important areas: civil 
affairs and psychological operations. 
Their mission has uniquely comple­
mented the overall effort at Viet­
namization but at a different level 
-the people to people level. Medical 



teams for instance, traveled from vil­
lage to village, day after day under 
G5 supervision. The medics brought 
aid and comfort to many villagers 
who perhaps had never before re­
ceived medical treatment. The fol­
lowing story' tells about the G5 mis­
sion to aid the people of Vietnam, 

Helping people help themselves 
more accurately describes the mis­
sion of the Division G5 staff than 
any other phrase. Formally dubbed 
the Division "Civil Affairs-Psycho­
logical Operations"· staff, the G5 
section has been intimately con­
cerned and involved with the Viet­
namese people and problems a ef­
fecting the local government, eco­
nomy and welfare. 

G5 has been divided into two sec­
tions each having distinctly different 
but related missions. During the past 
five years, this staff and the people 
working with it have gained the 
confidence of thousands of Viet­
namese locals through special self­
help programs designed to aid the 
villager solve his individual pro­
blems, to develop his own area and 
economy. 

The Civil Affairs section has been 
primarily concerned with qtilitary 
civic action, technical advibe, as­
sistance and training," medical teams, 
and during the past year, supporting 
the "village self-development pro­
gram." 

Each battalion and brigade in the 
Big Red One utilizes an S5 staff to 
provide guidance and supervision 
at the local level. The ultimate goal 
of the G5 and S5 has been impro­
vement of the living conditions of 
the Vietnamese people with the hope 
that this effort would eliminate the 
cause of insurgency--dissatisfaction 
and the lack of identification with 
the Vietnamese government. 

Typical examples of the civic af­
fairs activities during the Big Red 
One's stay .in Vietnam has been the 
building of village medical facilities 
and schools. During 1969 these pro­
jects were de-emphasized in .favor 
of the Goverrunent's village seLf­
development program. This parti­
cular program provided for the am­
bitious spreading of benefits from 
the central government in Saigon, 
through Phu Cuohg into the in­
secure areas of Binh Duong Pro­
vince. Once certain prerequisites 
were filled, such as the election of a 
village council, villagers were given 
one million piastres, US $8,484 to use 
as they deemed necessary to improve 
the village. 

TechniCal assistan~e was provided 
by the Division engineers and the G5 
and S5 staff in· completing these self-

help programs. For- instance, the 
engineers helped complete numerous 
drainage projects throughout the 
province. G5 and S5 personnel pro­
vided material and technical advise 
on digging wells, particularily in Ben · 
Cat District. · 

Perhaps one of the most important. 
programs conducted recently was the 
G5's emphasis· on vocational training 
for the Vietnamese pe0ple. The 1st 
Medical Battalion at Di An played 
an important role in this prograni, 
conducting an intensive course to 
train Regional Forces and Popular 
Forces soldiers to be medics. A ser­
ious ·Jack of medics among these 
soldiers was identified and a program 
developed to properly train a select 
group, with each man given class­
room and on-the-job training. 

This type of training provided for 
the RF /PF, but in addition, deve­
loped a cadre of adept and aware 
medics who can staff rural health 
stations in the future. 

To provide immediate medical 
care to the rural Vietnamese, often 
in hostile areas, MEDCAP and 
ICAP teams were organized by the 
Division G5 staff. Medical personnel 
from throughout the Division par­
ticipated in these projects, treating 
85,000 patients in 1969 alone. 

The. G5 and S5 staffs have also 
been deeply involved with psycho­
logical operations, d~veloping over 
the years highly s<>phisticated and 
effective: methods of mfluencing ene­
my troC)ps. Rerent!y, the PSYOP 
efforts. have been characterized by 
maximum exploitation of Hoi Chanh 
( ralliers) and the rapid. response to 
spedal intelligence information. The 
G5 staff placed great emphasis on 
the use of specially prepared tape 
recordings and leaflets that were 
broadcast by helicopter loudspeakers 
or dropped in known enemy loca­
tions. These recordings and leaflets 
were specifically, designee;! to reach 
identified enemy groups. 

Many standard messages were also 
developed-such as the "Wandering 
Soul" recording-and broadcast day 
and night in an effort to insure the 
enemy was constantly aware of his 
sorry plight and the opportunity he 
had to return to a useful and health­
ful way of living. 

A few examples of events that 
have taken place in the Big Red 
One during the 1969 will best illu­
strate the effectiveness of the G5 
PSYOP program. A continuing tac­
tical and PSYO P campaign had 
against both the local force and main 
been conducted in, the Trapezoid 
force units. These· operations lasted 
for three weeks. Finally a face to 

face appeal by a Kit Carson Scout 
to the party chapter leader Was con­
ducted. The communist leader in 
turn, called his six men . together 
and told them he was afraid of 
death, that he wanted to ·live in 
peace and felt that the Communist 
cause was lost. These reasons were 
the same themes that had been 
broadcast by helicopter to these men 

· during the preceeding three months. 
All seven men rallied to the Govern­
ment side. 

Another typical example involve! 
the exploitation of a Hoi Chanh that 
paid big dividends in September of 
last year. A special tape made by 
this Hoi Chanh was broadcast over 
his fOrmer basecamp area. The next 
day four Communists rallied. Under 
interrogation later, it was revealed 
that one of the four was a brother 
of the first Hoi Chanh, that he had 
recognized the voice and talked a 
third brother, a brother-in-law and 
two friends into rallying. Two of 
these individuals macle . tapes that 
were also broadcast and · six more 
Hoi Chanh came in who stated they 
rallied because they had hea,rd ·the 
recording and believed it. 

Perhaps one o!. the most SIJCCes!ful 
single incidents resulting from the 
PSYOP program, took place in late 
December when a total of 55 Com­
mUnists- ·or Communist 'supporters 
turned themselves over to 1st In­
fantry ·Division troops. in. tWo con-. 
secutive days of rallying. The Hoi 
Chanh came to Forward Attack. 
Base Minnesota in two groups that 
made up seven fanning· families. 
They told authorities at ·Minnesota 
tha~ they were tired of supplying 
food to the VC and that they were 
mistreated whenever they couldn't 
give the Communists enough. 

Earlier that same week nine mem--. 
hers of a local Communist infrast­
ructure took advantage of G5 sur­
render flags by rallying to a 2nd 
Battalion, 28th Infantry convoy. The 
Hoi Chanh were found along High• 
way 14 near the village of Ben Chau 
waving the fl~gs. Wrapped in a 
plastic bag, the flags were complete 
with instructions for their use (print .. 
ed in Vietnamese) and a map show­
ing where to go to rally. 

All of these programs combined 
with an obviously successfuh- military 
effort, Dong· Tien, pacification, Viet­
namization and a great deal_ of indi­
vidual work on the part of many 
Big Red One soldiers has turned a 
former Communist stronghold into 
one of the most secure rural areas 
in all of Vietnam. 
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THE BIG RED ONE PATCH 
Two legends have emerged in answer to the ques­

tion, "how did the Big Red One patch originate?" 
The first story has it that during World War I, Divi­
sion supply trucks were of English manufacture so 
drivers painted a huge figure "I" on each truck to 
distinguish their vehicles from those of the Allies. 
Later, Division engineers carried the measure a step 
further by sewing a red patch on their sleeves on which 
was placed the number "I". 

lhe second more-often-quoted tale involves a general 
and a lieutenant. According to this version, during 
the build-up and training days of 1917, a general 
officer decided that the Division needed a suitable 
shoulder insignia. He proceeded to cut a crude numeral 
"I" from a ragged suit of his red fiannel underwear. 
He then sewed the number on his uniform sleeve. 
When a brash young lieutenant saw the red numeral, 
he shouted, "the -general's underwear is showing! .. 
The general shouted back, "all right young man, if 
you're so smart, come up with something -better." 
The lieutenant produced a prototype of today's patch, 
using a piece of cloth (probably grey) from a captured 
soldier's uniform as a background on which he placed 
the red "I." 

In October, 1918, the patch as it is known now, a 
red "!" on a solid olive background, was officially 
approved for wear by members of the Division. In 
Vietnam, where new camouflage measures have forced 
some other units into revamping their insignia, the 
Big Red One patch rem a ins unaltered on the left 
shoulder of each man's uniform. Proudly worn, the 
patch symbolizes the tradition binding present mem­
bers of the "Fighting First" with those who wore the 
Big Red One in World Wars I and II. 

Division Artillery Support Command 

121st Signal Bn 

701st Maint Bn 

1st SandT Bn 

+ 
1st Medical Bn 

1st MP Company 

Hqs and Hqs Co 
1st. Admin Company 33 



Rl&lR SITES 

FOR EVERYONE 
Special care was taken in the Big 

Red One to see that each soldier re­
ceived at least one R&R during his 
12 month tour in Vietnam. Because 
of the well known fact that a rested 
man performs the job best, Big Red 
One troops had the opportunity to 
visit such places as Hong Kong, 
H awaii, Australia, Tokyo, Taipei, 
Bangkok or Manila. 

While each soldier was authorized 
one out-of-country R&R and one 
seven day leave, personal achieve­
ment would often win a man a three­
day pass (in country R&R) to Vung 
T au, a beach resort about 40 miles 
southeast of Saigon. 

Most sought after among the R&R 
cities were Honolulu and Sydney. 

In Hawaii Big Red One soldiers 
could visit with their families econo­
mically while enjoying the facilities 
of one of the world's most beautiful 
resorts. Honolulu, the state capital, 
said to be the "crossroads of the 
Pacific" offered the soldier every act­
ivity he desired, from bikini-watching 
on sunny beaches to a zestful and 
colorful nightlife that included Ha­
waiian Luaus and top name enter­
tainment. 

Big Red One Staff Sergeant Lester 
R . Hudson and his wife Mary were 

special guests in Honolulu during 
April of 1969. He was the one­
millionth serviceman to depart Viet­
nam for R&R. Their picture appears 
on page 37 with Juile Naito at Hono­
lulu's Queen Surf. 

Sydney was also a popular R&R 
site for Big Red One soldiers. A 
metropolis of almost three million 
people, it has 32 beaches, a moderate 
climate, skiing facilities and plenty 
of hospitality. Everything "Yank" is 
in vogue in the "land down under." 

Tokyo, the world's largest city, 
was also visited by many 1st Divi­
sion troopers. The "Land of the 
Rising Sun" offered fun and excite­
ment along with some of the world's 
best shopping bargains. Reasonable 
buys on cameras and electronics were 
found all over Tokyo, especially on 
the world famous Ginza Street. 

Among the interesting places visi­
ted by Big Red One soldiers were 
the Meiji Shrine, Mt. Fuji, the Impe­
rial Palace and the T okyo tower. 
Night life thrives in several of the 
city's districts including Akasaka, 
Shinjuku and Roppongi where the 
soldiers were delighted by the beau­
tiful J apanese hostesses who enter­
tained at most of the cabarets. 
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Chris Noel, star of the American Forces Vietnam IAFVN} Radio Show 
"A Dote With Chris,'' was officially adopted as the Big Red One 
Sweetheart in 1967. 

Entertaining 
1 

The entertainment of military 
force~ is not an altogether new event 
but in \ 'ietnam that practise most 
probably was perfected. Live enter­
tainment was in great demand by 
1st Infantry Division troopers and a 
great variety of groups visited at 
Di An, Lai Khc, Dau Tien and many 
of the fire support bases. 

\ 'ocalists, combos and a blend o( 
the two have appeared before Big 
Red One troops frequently. Allied 
nations such as Korea, Australia and 
the Phillipines have sent many 
groups to the 1st Division. 

Girls have been an indispensible 
ingredient in the success of these 
shows and Big Red One troops ha\"e 
had the opportunity to sec some of 
the biggest names in show business. 
The Bob Hope Christmas Show in 
1965 featured Carroll Baker and Jill 
St. John and in 1967 Hope brought 
along beautiful Raquel Welch and 
the dynamic Barbara McNair. The 
Hope Show visited Lai Khe again 
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The BRO 
in 1969 and featured actress-singer 
Connie Stevens, · temptuous Teresa 
Cr:nes and the Golddi~gers. 

Other special sho\,·s also stopped 
to visit the Big Red One and some 
of the stars included, i\nne-~[argret, 
::\ancy Sinatra, Joy Wilkerson, Edgar 
Brrgan, Joy Ileatherton, Connie 
Francis and Elaine Dunn. 

Through the Special Scn·iccs' 
''hand shakes tour.." many soldiers 
ha\·e been able to chat i;,formally 
with show business celebrities includ­
ing Henry Fonda, Arthur Godfrey. 
Glenn Ford, Arthur O'Connell and 
Raymond Burr. 

Chris Xocl, star of the American 
Forces Vietnam ( AF\'~) Radio 
Show, '':\ Date \\'ith Chris"' was 
officially adopted as the Big Red 
One sweetheart. 

During her 1967 \isit to \'ietnam, 
Chris stopped at Lai Khe and \\·as 
escorted to S('\ era! fire support basrs 
bv then Big Red One Commander. 
~fajor General \\'illiam E. Depuy. 
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Sergeant Donald R. Long 

Sergent Donald R. Long, Blackfork, Ohio, was on 
a reconnaissance mission, on June 30, 1966, with 
Troops B and C, 1st Squadron, 4th Cavalry, when the 
troops were attacked by a Viet Gong regiment. Ser­
geant Long abandoned the relative safety of his arm­
ored personnel carrier and braved a withering hail 
of enemy fire to carry wounded men to evacuation 
helicopters. Sergeant Long repeatedly exposed himself 
to enemy fire at point blank range to provide the nee~­
ed supplies. As he was handing weapons to the less sen­
ously wounded and reorganizing them to press the 
attack, an enemy grenade was hurled onto the carrier 
deck. Realizing that the other crewmen would be 
exposed to the deadly explosion, he threw himself 
over the grenade to absorb the blast and thereby saved 
the lives of eight of his comrades at the expense of his 
own life. 

Sergeant Matthew Leonard 

Platoon Sergeant Matthew Leonard, Birmingham, 
Ala., distinguished himself during a combat opera­
tion with Company B, 1st Battalion, 16th Infantry, 
near Suoi Da, on February 28, 1967. His platoon was 
suddenly attacked by a large enemy force employing 
small arms, automatic weapons and hand grenades. 
Although the platoon leader and several other key 
leaders were wounded, Sergeant Leonard quickly or­
ganized a defensive perimeter, redistributed ammuni­
tion and inspired his comrades. While draging a 
wounded companion to safety he was struck by a 
sniper's bullet which shattered his left hand, but re­
fused medical attention and continued to fight. Under 
the cover of the main attack, the enemy moved a 
machinegun into a location where it could sweep the 
entire perimeter. Sergeant Leonard rose to his feet, 
charged the enemy, gun, and destroyed the hostile 
crew despite being hit several times by enemy fire. 
He moved to a tree, propped himself against it, and 
continued to engage the enemy until he succumbed 
to his many wounds. 

Sergeant James W. Robinson 

On April 11, 1966, Company C, 2nd Battalion, 16th 
Infantry was engaged in fierce combat with a Viet 
Gong battalion. Despite the heavy fire, Sergeant J ames 
W. Robinson, Jr., Lyons, Ill., moved among the men 
of his fire team, instructing and inspiring them, and 
placing them in advantageous positions. In the action 
that followed he eliminated an enemy sniper and saved 
the lives of three of his wounded comrades by admini­
stering first aid. In so doing he was wounded in the 
shoulder and leg. While patching his own wounds, he 
spotted an enemy machinegun which had inflicted a 
number of casualties on the American force. His rifle 
ammunition expanded, he seized two grenades and, in 
an act of unsurpassed heroism, charged toward the 
entrenched enemy weapon. Hit again in the leg Ser­
geant Robinson staggered indomitably through the 
enemy fire, now concentrated solely on him, to within 
grenade range of the enemy machinegun position. 
Sustaining two additional chest wounds, he marshalled 
his fleeting physical strength and hurled the two gre­
nades thus destroying the enemy gun position as he 
fell dead upon the battlefield. 
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The Medal 

2L T Harold B. Durham 

Second Lieutenant Harold B. Durham, J r., Orlando, 
Fla., was assigned to Battery C, 6th Battalion, 15th 
Artillery and serving as a forward observer with Com­
pany D, 2nd Battalion, 28th Infantry, on October 17, 
1968, when the company came in contact with the 
271st VC Regiment 60 miles north of Saigon. During 
the battle he adjusted supporting artillery fire onto 
the insurgents, administered emergency first aid to the 
wounded and used his individual weapon in support 
of the hard-pressed infantrymen. While Lieutenant 
Durham was moving to replace the wounded forward 
observer from Company A, th~ enemy detonated an 
anti-personnel mine, severely wounding him in the head 
and impairing his vision. As the enemy pressed their 
attack, he called for supporting fire to be placed almost 
directly on his position, thus driving the enemy back. 
He refused to seek cover and instead positioned him­
self in a small clearing and continued to call artillery 
fire onto the enemy. Suddenly, he was severely wounded 
a second time by enemy machinegun fire. As he lay 
on the ground near death, he saw two Viet Gong 
approaching, shooting the defenseless wounded men 
around him. With his last effort, he shouted a warning 
to a nearby soldier who immediately killed the insur­
gents. Lieutenant Durham died moments later, still 
grasping the radio handset. 

Captain Euripides Rubio 

On November 8, 1966, Captain Euripides Rubio, Jr., 
was serving as Comunications Officer, 1st Battalion, 
28th Infantry in Tay Ninh Province, when a numeric­
ally superior enemy force launched a massive attack 
against the battalion defense position. Leaving the 
relative safety of his post, Captain Rubio received 
two serious wounds as he braved enemy fire to go 
to the area of most intense action where he dis­
tributed ammunition, reestablished positions and rend­
ered aid to the wounded. After being wounded a third 
time and aiding the evecuation of wounded personnel, 
Captain Rubio noted that a smoke grenade which was 
intended to mark the Viet Gong position for air strikes 
had fallen dangerously close to the friendly lines. He 
ran to reposition the grenade but was immediately 
struck to his knees by enemy fire. Captain Rubio 
scooped up the grenade, ran through the deadly hail 
of fire to within 20 meters of the enemy position and 
hurled the already smoking grenade into the midst of 
the enemy before he fell for the final t ime. Using the 
grenade as a marker, friendly air strikes were directed 
to destroy the hostile positions. 
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Sergeant Robinson Lieutenant Durham 

2LT Robert J. Hibbs 

Second ~ieutenant Robert J. Hibbs, Cedar Falls, 
Iowa, was m command of a 15-man ambush patrol 
of the 2nd Battalion, 28th Infantry when his unit 
observed a company of Viet Cong advancing along 
!he ro~d t~ward the 2nd Battalion's positions. After 
mforrrung his comman~ post by radio of the impending 
attack, he_ prepa~ed ~IS men for the oncoming Viet 
Cong. While leadmg h1s men toward the Battalion peri­
meter they encountered the rear elements of another 
V!et Cong elel?ent. H~ directd a charge against the 
V1ct Cong wh1ch earned the patrol through the in­
~urgeant force completely disrupting its attack. Learn­
mg that a wounded patrol member was wandering in 
the area between the two opposing forces, he and a 
sergeant went back to the battlefield to recover the 
st~cke~ man. After they maneuvered through the 
WJthenng fire of two Viet Cong machineguns and had 
dr:'lgged the w~unded soldier to safety, Lieutenant 
H1bbs armed w1th only an M-16 rifle and a pistol 
charged the two machine gun emplacements and was 
struck down. Before succumbing to his mortal wounds 
h~ d~stroyed the sta~light telescopic sight attached t~ 
h1s nfle to prevent 1ts capture and use by the Viet 
Cong. 

Sergeant Long Sergeant Leonard 

Captain Rubio Lieutenant Hibbs 

SP4 Robert F. Stryker 

Specialist 4 R obert F. Stryker, El Bridge, K.Y., was 
serving with Company C, 1st Battalion, 26th Infantry, 
on November 7, 1967. Specialist Stryker was serving 
as a grenadier in a multi-company reconnaissance in 
force near Loc Ninh, when his unit was suddenly met 
with a hail of rocket, automatic weapons and small 
arms fire from enemy forces. Reacting quickly, Specia­
list Stryker fired into the enemy positions with his 
grenade launcher. During the devastating exchange 
of fire, Specialist Stryker detected enemy elements 
attempting to encircle his company and isolate it from 
the main body of the friendly force. Undaunted by the 
enemy machine gun and small arms fire, Specialist 
Stryker repeatedly fi red grenades into the trees, killing 
enemy snipers and enabling his comrades to sever the 
attempted encirclement. As the battle continued, Spe­
cialist Stryker obse1Ted several wounded members of 
his squad in the killing zone of an enemy claymore 
mine. With complete disregard for his own safety, he 
threw himself upon the mine as it detonated. He was 
mortally wounded as his body absorbed the blast and 
shielded his comrades from the explosion. His un­
selfish actions were responsible for saving the lives of 
at least six of his fellow soldiers. 
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"The best damn division in any army." 
-General John J. Pershing, commander of 

US forces in France, World War I 

"The Commander in ·Chief has noted in this 
division a special pride of service and a high state 
of morale, never broken by hardship nor battle." 

-General Pershing 

"I always thank God for the First Division. 
This was their fourth amphibious invasion. Any 
inexperienced division might not have made it that 
day." 

-General of the Army (then Lieutenant 
General) Omar N. Bradley, commander of 
US forces during Normandy Invasion 

"You have shown the enemy that he cannQt 
win in the invasion and that we will fight ha,;d 
to give South Vietnam a 'chance to survive as a 
free nation." 

-General William C. Westmoreland, 
Chief of Staff. of the Army 

''This is the best Division of US Forces." 
-Captured NV A document 






