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U.S. Forces In S.E. Asia Honored 
SAIGON (l\lACV) - A resolu­

tion passed by the Mississippi 
State Legislature commending 
American military servicemen 
and women for their actions in 
Southeast Asia was presented to 
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General Creighton W. Abrams, 
commander, USMACV, by Mis­
s1ss1ppi Lieutenant Governor 
Charles L. Sullivan at Tan Son 
Nhut Air Base Oct. 15. 

The Lieutenant Governor, a 

lieutenant colonel in the Mis­
sissippi Air National Guard, 
flew the first of seven MANG 
C-124 GLOBEMASTER II air­
craft scheduled to airlift 20-25,-
000 pounds of supplies each into 

FIRST IN VIETNAM 

the Republic of Vietnam this 
month. 

The resolution, passed con­
currently by the state Senate 
and House of Representatives, 
stated: " ... American military 
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PBRs Turned Over to Viet Navy 
SAIGON (USN) - The 

largest turnover of naval 
material thus far took place 
recently when 80 U.S. Navy 
River Patrol Boats (PBRs) 
were officiallv transferred 
to the Vietnamese Navy 
and assigned to the newly 
commissioned VNN Task 
Force 212. The ceremony 
was held at the Vietnamese 
Navy Shipyard in Saigon. 

The turnover makes 229 
the number of U.S. Navy 
craft transferred since June 
1968, numbering approxi­
mately 40 per cent of the 
01·iginal force of some 550 
U.S. Navy craft in-country. 

The 80 PBRs will be 
equally divided into four 
River Patrol Groups (RPGs) 
which are a part of Task 
Force 212. This task force 
is the Vietnamese equi­
valent to the USN River 
Patrol Force which has been re­
sponsible for interdiction on the 
rivers and waterways of Viet­
nam. 

The PRBs will operate in gen­
erally the same areas, using the 
same tactics formerly assigned 
to U.S. Navy craft. 

Most of the VNN sailors who 
will man the 80 PRBs have re­
ceived a 12-week course of in­
struction at the U.S. Navy Small 
Boat School in Saigon. 

There they were taught ele­
ments of gunnery, engines, first­
aid, marlinspike seamanship, 
map and chart reading, . tactics 
and boat oriented items. They 
also received a short course in 
basic conversational English. 

Then one by one, each Viet­
namese sailor reported aboard a 
PBR in the field, relieved a U.S. 
Navyman and received more 
training under actual combat 
conditions. 

This turnover will release U.S. 
Navymen for other assignments 
in Vietnam and in some in­
stances early rotation for per­
sonnel nearing completion of 
this tour. 

In addition to the turnover 
ceremony, 22 U.S. Navy officers 
and men received Vietnamese 
awards. Navymen who have­
served in the River Divisions 

leave a proud legacy to the Viet­
namese seamen who will man 
the PRBs. 

The U.S. Navy plans to turn­
over additional craft to the Viet­
namese Navy late this month. 

Mississippi Resolution 
Mississippi's lieutenant governor, Lieutenant Colonel Charles L. Sullivan (right), presents a 
resolution passed by the State Legislature honoring U.S. forces in Southeast Asia to General 

·Creighton W. Abrams, MACV commander. The ceremony took place at Tan Son Nhut Air 
Base. (USAF PHOTO) 

Helicopter Crew Rescued From Enemy 
XUAN LOC (USA) - Despite 

bad weather and heavy enemy 
concentration, a downed chop­
per pilot was rescued and 21 
enemy killed during recent oper­
ations about 10 miles northwest 
of Xuan Loe. 

It all started when a scout 
team - a light observation heli­
copter (LOH) and Cobra gun­
ship - went out searching for 
the remnants of a Viet Cong 
squad. 

The pilot of the LOH found a 
lot more than he was looking for 
when he spotted a battalion-siz­
ed force of North Vietnamese 
Army (NV A) regulars. 

His triumph was short-lived, 
however. Just as the weather 
got worse and it began to rain, 
the small helicopter was shot 
down by enemy ground fire. 

His Cobra teammate provided 
immediate protection with rock­
et and minigun fire on the ene-

my, and a call went back to 
Troop C, 3rd Squadron; 17th Air 
Cavalry for assistance. Within 
minutes, lift ships bearing the 
troop's aero-rifle platoon were 
on a beeline to the downed craft 
and its three crewmen. 

Despite heavy fire from the 
advancing enemy, the aero­
rifles were inserted almost on 
top of the downed ship. They di­
rected fire on the NV A while 
Captain Robert Howard and 

First Lieutenant Jerry Spier at­
tempted to extract the crew. 

Visibility was so limited that 
"instrument only" flying was 
necessary, but Howard (Lake­
land, Fla.) and Spier (New York 
City) managed to reach the 
crew. 

While protecting the downed 
craft, the cavalrymen killed 21 
of the enemy and insured that 
discovery of the NV A battalion 
would certainly bring a bigger 
payoff later on. 

personnel engaged in Southeast 
Asia operations •. ,··have repre­
sented and continue to represent 
the United States·in such a man­
ner as to bring great credit to 
the individual American service­
men and servicewomen to whom 
the Nation owes deepest appre­
ciation. . . . ". . . the Mis­
sissippi Legislature does by this 
resolution commend the individ­
ual American men and women 
of every military service on the 
superior manner in which they 
have performed ... and we 
hereby express on behalf of the 
State of Mississippi our grat­
itude for their efforts and our 
appreciation of the sacrifices 
they have made .... " · 

During the presentation on the 
flightline ll~fore the open clam­
shell doors of his C-124, Colonel 
Sullivan said that the people of 
Mississippi · wanted General 
Abrams to know personally that 
they supported him completely. 

"I wish to say to you for our 
people," he said, "that we in 
Mississippi shall always be dee­
ply indebted to you and your 
personnel in Southeast Asia." 

General Abrams accepted the 
framed copy of the resolution 
"on behalf of each and every 
member of this command. 

"The performance of the 
172nd Military Airlift Group, 
making a maximum effort here 
over the next few days to carry 
supplies from the Un\ted States 
to South Vietnam that these men 
and women need, adds real sub­
stance to what you are doing 
and what you are saying." 

The general added, "As the 
commander of our magnificent 
fightingmen in Vietnam, I ex­
press to you our appreciation for 
this vote of confidence from the 
people of the United States. The 
fact that a single unit of the Ah' 
Guard will in approxinately one 
week deliver some 126 tons of 
cargo from the United States to 
the fighting troops in Vietnam is 
a tangible indication of your de­
votion to duty. I commend you 
for this service to your coun­
try." 

The 172nd has been flying one 
airlift mission a month to the 
Republic of Vietnam since 1963. 
The current missions utilizing 
all of its aircraft are designed to 
test the group's ability to pro­
duce a maximum effort to airlift 
cargo to the most distant parts 
of the world. 

With the Lieutenant Governor 
were Brigadier General Harold 
Biddy , Mississippi National 
Guard, and a crew of seven offi­
cers and men. The flight in­
volved a round trip of almost 
18,000 miles. Returning to Jack­
son, Miss., by way of the Philip­
pines, Guam, Wake, Hawaii and 
Travis AFB, the C-124 carried 
helicopter blades and general 
cargo back to the United States. 

The Lieutenant Governor'.s ci­
vilian-airman crew included an 
accountant, employees of the 
U.S. Corps of Engineers, State 
Welfare Department and State 
Treasury Department, and two 
full-time Air Guard members. 

The last of the seven aircraft 
belonging to the group departed 
Jackson, Miss., the day of the 
presentation. Of the other six, 
two will go to Da Nang, two to 
Cam Ranh Bay and two to Tan 
Son Nhut. 
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'How Sweet It Is' 
Soldiers of the 3rd Brigade, 9th Infantry Division's 6th Battalion, 31st Infantry partake of the 
loveliness of a girl singer with the USO show whictl, recently visited their base camp at Can 
Giuoc. (USA PHOTO By·: SPS Dave Narsavagel 

Resolute Sergeant Wins Duel 
BONG SON (USA) - A 

34-year-old Korean War 
veteran lost the draw, but 
won the duel when a North 
Vietnamese soldier surpris­
ed him during a 173rd 
Airborne Brigade ambush 
patrol. 

peared, crossing the trail in 
front of their ambush site. 

"I was pretty disappointed," 
said Maynard of Ouray, Colo., 
but I figured as long as we were 
in position, and it was only an 
hour before dark, we'd go ahead 
and use this site for our am­
bush." 

in lightning-like speed and let go 
with a short burst. 

"Charlie" died without firing 
a shot. 

Specialist 4 Ronald B. Hood of 
Earle, Ark., picked-up the ene­
my's rifle, pulled back the bolt 
and looked at the chamber. 

"Hey Sarge. Charlie pulled the 
trigger, but the firing pin was 
bent and missed the bullet's pri­
mer!" 
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19 NVA Killed 
By Air Strikes 

CAMP RADCLIFF 
(USA) - Troop A, 7th 
Squadron, 17th Cavalry 
gunships and Air Force jets 
killed 19 North Vietnam­
ese soldiers after an ap­
parently over-zealous com­
rade set-off an a i r c r a f t 
booby-trap in an unsuccess­
ful attempt to knock down 
a light observation helicop­
ter (LOH). 

Flying in support of 4th 
Infantry Division opera­
tions, the pilot of the LOH, 
Chief W a r r a n t Officer 
James Chapman of Keno­
sha, Wis., said, "I was fly­
ing along at tree-top level check­
ing out a bunker and foxhole 
complex we had just found when 
the jungle about 100 feet ahead 
of me just seemed to rise up in 
the air. Shockwaves hit· the ship 
and rattled a few things, but 
nothing was damaged. Appar­
ently some eager fellow down in 
the jungle set off a claymore­
type aircraft booby-trap a little 
too early. For that, I'd like to 
thank him. " 

He was properly thanked by 
Cavalry gunships that raked the 
whole area. And another LOH, 
piloted by Warrant Officer Rob­
ert B. Dahl of Seaside, Ore. , 
went down to check the results 
and spotted a lone NV A dressed 
in black pajamas, armed with 
an AK-47 rifle. Dahl opened up 
with his minigun, killing the ene­
my. 

Gunships then followed-up, 
blasting the area with rockets 
and miniguns , killing two more 
complex inhabitants. 

The Cavalry then notified the 
Air Force, and jets arrived on 
the scene minutes later. Not .to 
be outdone, they worked the 

area over with deadly efficien­
cy, chalking up 15 more fatigue­
clad NV A, and destroying a .50 
caliber machine gun emplace­
ment. 

Despite the earlier experience 
with the booby-trap, Chapman 
went back to the area and im­
mediately spotted three more of 
the enemy. He notified the gun­
ships and they rolled in, ex­
pending on the complex, killing 
one of the fleeing NV A soldiers. 

Viet Cong 
Sink Own 
'Sampans' 
LAI KHE (USA) - What's the 

best way to hide a boat? Sink it 
of course. 

That's what Viet Cong logisti­
cians had been doing along the 
tributaries of the Saigon River 
in the lower Trapezoid until the 
Big Red One's air cavalry troop 
found and sank one hidden flo­
tilla for good. 

After a night's work the VC 
resuppliers would sink their 
rice-carrying sampans while the 
river was high. Then the next 
night they'd recover the boats at 
low tide and simply bale out the 
water to go on another resupply 
mission. 

"I knew they were using sam­
pans at night, said Major 
Charles L. Moore of Newport, 
Tenn., commander of Troop D 
(Air) , 1st Squadron, 4th Cav­
alry. But most of the time we 
couldn't find them because they 
were sunk." Staff Sergeant Julius 

Maynard, Company E, 1st 
Battalion, 503rd Infantry, 
had just placed his patrol 
into position for an ambush 
when a noise was heard on 
the trail leading into their 
area. Alerting his men along 
the trail, Maynard waited for 
the suspected enemy, when , of 
all things, a "water buffalo" ap-

The trailway disappeared into 
the brush after about five feet 
from the last man, and as May­
nard checked the final position, 
an NV A soldier with an auto­
matic rifle suddenly appeared. 

"We were both surprised," 
said Maynard. "Charlie had an 
AK-47 leveled at my stomach 
and I thought I was dead for 
sure, but I was determined to go 
down trying." 

Infantry Squads Get 
New Field Radios 

Recently two hunter-killer 
teams, each composed of a -
light observation helicopter and 
a Cobra gunship, went out at low 
tide and destroyed 26 sampans 
that Moore described as large 
and in very good condition. 

"They're what I'd call the 
ocean-going type," Moore con­
tinued, "but they're not going 
anywhere now." 

SILVER STAR 
Cox, William D. Jr. CPT USA 
Neely, Car\ C. Jr. MAJ USA 

DISTINGUISHED 
FLYING CROSS 

Davis, Dwight A. LTC USA 
BRONZE STAR MEDAL 

WITH "V" DEVICE 
Berry, Tommy M. SFC USA 5th 
OLC 
Carter, John L. lLT USA 1st 
OLC 
Chittum, Charles F. Jr . SFC 
USA 3rd OLC 
Conr.er, Harry F . SP5 USA 
Converse, Dennis M. lLT USA 
Crespo-Vega, Ismael SFC USA 
Cutlip, Homer, S. lLT USMC 
Dacunto, Lawrence J . MAJ USA 
2nd OLC 
Denese, Donald G. SFC USA 
Doles, Steven M. CPT USA 1st 
OLC 
Dungey, Robert C. R. CPT USA 
Estes, James F. SSG USA 
Frietas, John P . CPT USMC 
Gerland, Ronald K. CPT USA 

Maynard brought his M-16 up 

Haler, William R. SSG USA 
Hawkins, William F. Jr. CPT 
USA 1st OLC 
Howell, Briley W. Jr. CPT USA 
Hyland, Gilbert E . lLT USA 
Jones, Arthur L. SFC USA 1st 
OLC 
Lovering, Howard D. Jr . lLT 
USA 
Kindoll, William A. SFC USA 
2nd OLC 
Lindsey, Ronald L. CPT USA 
McKinnis, Cortez Jr. SFC USA 
Minner, Charles W. SFC USA 
Misulich , Robert A. SSG USA 1st 
OLC 
Pasterick, Joseph CPT USA 1st 
OLC 
Schumann, Reinhard H. MAJ 
USA 2nd OLC 
Sherman, Roger G. CPT USA 
1st OLC 
Simpson, William C. MAJ USA 
1st OLC 
Stanford, Randal H. SP4 USA 
Stanley, Gene A. Jr. lLT USA 
Valentine , McDonald Jr. lLT 
USA 

CU CHI (USA) - The PRC-88 
is a small, lightweight squad ra­
dio which is easy to operate and 
can transmit as well as receive. 
The transmitter can be attached 
to a man's helmet so that both 
of his hands can be kept free. It 
allows constant communication 
between squad members even if 
they are spread out. 

Pointmen of the 2nd Battalion, 
12th Infantry of the 25th Infantry 
Division recently began using 
the PRC-88. The pointman is a 
key man in the squad, and it is 
his job to keep the squad leader 
abreast of what they are moviag 
into. 

He is often the first man to 
spot ' the enemy, a booby-trap or 
anything that looks suspicious. 
Using his radio he can quickly 
warn the squad leader, who in 
turn will alert the squad to 
whatever danger lies ahead. 

Since this new radio works 
both ways , the squad leader can 
communicate with his pointman 
when necessary. Specialist 4 
Thom as T. Manazarres of 
Provo, Utah, squad leader with 
Company, C, said, "When we 
have a new man on point, it is 
easier for me to communicate 
with him if I see him doing 
something wrong, and keep him 
from making a costly mistake." 

The PRC-88 is also put to good 
use when moving out on a night 
combat patrol. The rear security 
men as well as the pointman are 
equipped with the new radios. 

Thus, the squad leader can be 
kept informed on what is going 
on at both ends of the file. 

Effective command and con­
trol of the units in the field has 
always been extremely impor­
t2nt, and use of the PRC-88 
squad radios help make the task 
easier. 

'Bee' Assault 
LZ BUTTONS (USA) - Usual­

ly you pop smoke to call in a 
helicopter or mark your posi­
tion, but at Landing Zone (LZ) 
Buttons you do it to chase away 
the bees! 

At least twice a week, a cloud 
of buzzing insects combat as­
saults onto the 1st Cavalry Divi­
sion LZ. Their progress around 
the LZ can be traced by the ex­
plosions of brightly colored 
smoke canisters as Skytroopers 
of the 5th Battalion, 7th Cavalry 
grab whatever smoke grenade is 
close at hand. The troops have 
found that any color smoke will 
discourage their landing. 

The bees are apparently not 
interested in any one location, 
and half an hour after the attack 
begins, the black swarm haads 
back into the sky - apparently 
looking for an LZ which is not so 
"hot." 

At last report, the periodic 
"assaults" were continuing, and 
at least one unit was in the pro­
cess of naming a "Bee Control 
Officer.' ' 

KNEE DEEP-Troopers of the 
82nd Airborne Division slog 
through the rice paddies in 
search of "Charlie" (USA 
PHOTO By: SP4 John F. Sax­
tonl 
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SP4S $675 Gilt Sparks Rebuilding Project 
DI AN (USA) - Specialist 4 Dave A. 

Quintana of Santa Cruz, N.M., is carrying 
an infectious bug. But luckily it is not an 
infectious disease - it's simply good will. 

his savings to the Long Thanh My Semi­
nary. 

He then appealed to his pals in Bravo 
Company to donate anything from their 
sundry packs and wrap them as presents. 
These were distributed to the village 
school. 

had been deserted during the course of 
the war," he related. "I wanted to see 
something built, rather than neglected." 

son, but I know I could easily spend more 
on junk during my life than what I've put 
into fois project. The decision wasn't dif­
ficult - the problem was there and some­
thing had to be done," he said matter-of­
factly. 

He was "stricken" while on a sweep 
near Long Thanh My, approximately 30 
miles northeast of Saigon. The "bug" has 
been transmitted by Quintana to his bud­
dies in the 1st Infantry Division's Com­
pany B, 2nd Battalion, 28th Infantry. 

To date, $2,010 has been given for re­
construction of the church. About $500 of 
this total was collected by Quintana from 
his fellow troops. His turn to leave Vietnam is coming 

soon, but he has no intention of leaving 
his task uncompleted - even if he has to 
continue it from the distance of 9,000 
mnes or so. 

"I really didn't have to urge them," 
he grinned. "They were quite generous 
with gifts." 

The people in Long Thanh My and the 
poverty they were mired in, began to 
haunt Quintana. On impulse, he donated 
80,000 piasters (approximately $675) from 

An interpreter attached to Bravo Com­
pany told Quintana about a church in 
nearby An Binh that was badly in need of 
repair. When he saw it, Quintana decided 
that it simply had to be rebuilt. 

"I had ,been a machi:negunner with my 
unit for several months and I had seen 
the skeletons of homes and churches that 

Despite the countless hours, and mon­
ey, Bpent on his projects, Quintana regu­
ards his achievement as "no big thing," 
and not as expensive as it seems. 

"I know I won't rest back home until I 
have solicited enough money to rebuild 
a·a entire church and maybe add a much­
needed school," he vowed. 

"I'm really a very conservative per-
With his tanacity, Long Thanh My will 

probably have a new school soon. 

Operation Big Brother 
"I can't see anything in there," says this youngster as he peers into a camera recording 
Operation Big Brother sponsored by the Qui Nhon Support Command Civil Affairs and 
local Red Cross Recreation Center for childreu from the Saint Paul Charity Orphanage at 
Qui Nhon. The youngsters were provided plastic trumpets, balloons, cake-and much ap­
preciated personal attention by Support Command Soldiers and Red Cross personnel. 

(USA PHOTO By: SP4 John Campi 

RVN Navy Provides Transportation 

Lonely Villages Get MEDCAPs 
BIND PHUOC (USA) - Com­

bined operations by the 2nd Bat­
talion, 47th Infantry (Mecha­
nized) of the 9th Infantry Divi­
sion's 3rd Brigade and RVN 
Navy river patrol boats are 
bringing medical aid to the 
small hamlets along the winding 
Van Co Tay River in Long An 
Province. 

"We're using the Vietnamese 
patrol boats to reach areas that 
are virtually inaccessible by 
land routes," said Staff Sergeant 
Nicholas A. Nebelski Brattle­
boro, Vt., the NCOIC for the bat­
talion's civil affairs section (S-
5). 

"I had thought MEDCAPS 
WEre a easy job," said Private 
First Class Charles Muncey of 
Columbus, Ohio, a radio tele­
pbGne operator from Company· C 
with the security force, "until 
we got sniped at crossing a 
bridge near a hamlet. Now I un­
derstand why the security is 
necessary." 

One of the most successful as­
pects of the operations has been 
the free treatment in Saigon of 
special maladies which cannot 
be handled by local facilities. 

' ' We have taken several 
patients to Saigon for surgery or 
physical therapy; although the 

major beneficiary is the patient, 
the value to us is in good, will 
andl understanding," noted Cap• 
tain Dennis J. Muelstedt of Wa­
terlot, Iowa, a member of the 
S-5 section. 

"Upon their return, the others 
in the hamlet can see the gov­
ernment cares about their wel­
fare and they are more willing 
to cooperate," he added. 

"Working with the RVN Navy 
ha~ been working out well," said 
Stewart. "But we have to- be 
careful not to set up any regular 
schEdules, Gr Charlie will be our 
welcoming party." 

Stateside Surgery 
Saves Girl's Life 

DA NANG (USMC) -
Today she's playing in front 
of her house about like any 
other little girl almost three 
years old. But last December 
this little girl, Nguyen Thi 
Than Phuong, was nearly 
dead from congenital heart 
disease. She was too weak 
to walk, let alone play. First 
Marine Aircraft Wing and 
U.S. Navy personnel found 
her in the village of Tam 
Toa near Da Nang. Deter­
mined to help the sick child 
they had nicknamed "Suzie," 
arrangements were made for 
her to go to the United States for 
h?art surgery. 

And it was as Suzie she caught 
the hearts of thousands of Amer­
icans when she and her mother, 
Li Thi Lan, came to Orange 
County Children's Hospital in 
Santa Ana, Calif., for Suzie's 
open-heart surgery which was 
completed last January. 

In April she returned to Viet­
nam and to her home near the 
bay in Da Nang. Navy Lieuten­
ant J. Scott Starlin, medical offi­
cer of Marine Air Control Group 
18, said he examined Suzie to 
keep track of her heart's condi­
tion. "Overall," he stated, "she is 
doing well and gaining strength. 
Without the surgery though," he 
continued, "there was a 95 per 
cent chance that she'd be dead 
by now." 

But she's anything but dead. 
After a short period of adjusting 
to her own home and the neigh­
borhood children, she became 
just another one of the kids her 
mother said. Suzie, displaying a 
normal three-year-old's pen­
chant for favorite foods - and 
not so favorite ones - never 
drinks tea. But soda pop, orange 
juice and grape juice are big 
hits. Another carry over from 

the States is a craving for chick­
en soup, the canned variety. 

Lan, who is expecting her 
third child in January, said she 
still corresponds regularly with 
the people in Orange County 
who are interested in Suzie's 
progress. Over a steaming cup 
of tea, she looked up with a 
calm, almost distant expression 
saying, "I'll never forget them." 
And, when she's old enough to 
really understand, neither will 
Suzie. 

Patients 
Get 5,000 
Presents 

DA NANG (USA) - Service­
men in hospitals throughout 
Vietnam will soon be receiving 
gifts thanks to volunteers in the 
States of Campaign "We Care". 

T r u c k i n g firms from the 
Philadelphia area donated their 
services to haul 16,000 pounds of 
presents to San Diego, where the 
cargo was loaded aboard the 
USS Union which left July 27, 
enroute to Da Nang. 

Over 5,000 small individual 
boxes of "goodies" were in the 
shipment. They were packed by 
Protestant, Catholic and Jewish 
volunteers in the Chev Sholem 
Synagogue of Chester, Pa. The 
people in the district hope to 
send additional thousands of 
gifts this fall and winter. 

Under the direction of Mr. 
Harry Goldstein of Chester, Pa., 
Campaign "We Care" is com­
posed of people who feel privi­
leged to give positive evidence 
that they support servicemen in 
Vietnam. 

Medical Civic action teams 
join the boats at Tan An early in 
the morning and visit about 
three locations a day. 

"These people we are treating 
have had little or no medical at­
tention because of lack of facil­
ities in the area and lack of 
money to pay for treatment," 
explained Captain Charles Stew­
art of Ortonville, Mich., 2nd Bat­
talion S-5. 

RF Taught Tactics By Cavalry 
Deputy Command Chaplain of 

the Military Assistance Com­
mand Vietnam (MACV) Ralph 
W. Hopkins, U.S. Navy; and 
L i e u t e n a n t Colonel Richard 
Nybro, brigade chaplain for the 
44th Medical Brigade, both in 
charge of the distribution, per­
sonally made sure the cargo was 
unloaded and secured at Da 
Nang. 

"At first, our patients were al­
most all children, but now the 
adults have been coming in 
larger numbers. 

Since the areas along the river 
are only partially pacifiedi, a se• 
curity force of one infantry 
squad accompanies the team. 
Several times they have drawn 
sniper fire. 

FSB BUTI'ONS (USA) - Five 
men quietly maneuvered outside 
the night perimeter to set up a 
listening post on a company-siz­
ed operation near Song Be. 
Three of the men had never set 
up a LP before, but they were 
learning. 

They were members of an 86-
m a n V i e t n a m e s e Regional 
Forces company being taught 
the normal operating techniques 
of a company patrol by the 1st 
Cavalry Division's Blackhorse 
Brigade during a one-month pe­
riod. 

While on a three-day mission, 

the RFs were given practical 
lessons in the use of marking 
rounds and defensive targets, 
calling artillery support, cutting 
a landing zone for a log ship and 
the essentials of field discipline. 

Their instructors were season­
ed Cavalrymen from Company 
D, 2nd Battalion, 12th Cavalry. 

"We showed them how to re­
con by fire, secure a trail and 
set up night security," said Sec­
ond Lieutenant Thomas Trow, 
platoon leader of the first pla­
toon. "The first night, the RFs 
were cooking over bamboo fires. 
We showed them how to cut 

down on the light with the use of 
heat tabs. Light and noise dis­
cipline was one of the few small 
problems we encountered and 
solved." 

Coordination was accom-
plished through an interpreter 
but sign language was often em­
ployed by the individual soldier 
to get his point across. 

"The whole training operation 
was theirs. We were just along 
to give them support," said 
Trow. "The RFs are making 
real progress. They just need 
more confidence that they can 
take over the area." 

Distribution of the gifts began 
at the 95th Evacuation Hospital 
in Da Nang. Other hospitals 
slated to receive the presents 
are two on-shore naval hospitals 
and the Navy hospital ships USS 
Repose and USS Sanctuary and 
an Air Force hospital at Da 
Nang; the 6th Convalescent Cen­
ter at Cam Ranh Bay; the 3rd 
Field Hospital at Saigon; and 
the 24th and 93rd Evacuation 
Hospitals at Long Binh. 
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Here's Your Chance 
If You' re A Leader 
WNG BINH (USARV) - Are 

you a leader? If you can con­
fidently answer "yes," then you 
might be the man the Army 
wants as an officer. The Army, 
through the USARV Direct Com• 
mission Program, is actively 
seeking men who have demon­
strated under fire that they are 
leaders. 

Under the USARV Direct 
Commission Program, the De­
partment of the Army has dele­
gated to the Commanding Gen­
eral, USARV, the authority to 
appoint 500 enlisted men and 
warrant officers as second lieu­
tenants in the United States 

· Army Reserve during fiscal 
year 1970. There is one prime 
standard for selection: · Combat 
proven leadership. The essential 
factor is proven leadership in a 
combat environment, and . to: 

• have been assigned under 
USARV command for three 
months. 

• be recommended by com­
pany and battalion commander. 

• be a high school graduate 
or have passed the GED test. 

• have a GT score of 110 or 
over and an OCT score of 115 or 
more. 

• be no older than 31 years. 
• be in grade E5 with 6 

months time in grade, or higher. 

• have at least a favorable 
National Agency Check com­
pleted in the last five years. 

• meet standard medical re­
quirements outlined in AR 140-
120 and AR 40-501. 

The progrnm is open to indi­
viduals who are not U.S. citi­
zens, if these men have entered 
the United States for permanent 
residence under the Immigra­
tion and Naturalization Act or 
intend to apply for permanent 
residence if tendered an appoint­
ment. 

The processing of a direct 
commission can be made simple 
if handled promptly. The admin­
istrative check list (USARV 
Form 527) and the standards of 
eligibility (USARV Form 527-1) 
detail the material required in 
the application. These forms are 
easily available for the use of all 
units. Get yours today, leader. 
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Wonder Why? 

Clubs Are Not 'Same-Same' 
SAIGON (MACV) - A young GI had 

been in-country only a short time when he 
noticed a decided difference between the 
serviceman's clubs back in the States and 
the ones here in Vietnam. 

Back in the "world" he had often stop­
ped into the club after duty to enjoy a 
drink or meal or to spend the evening there 
w:th his friends. He casually observed that 
the members of these clubs, regardless of 
rank, behaved pretty much as gentlemen. 

When the waitress came for orders 
everyone undoubtedly smiled, p o s s i b 1 y 
made small pleasant comments with her 
and probably said, "May I please ... " and 
"Thank you." 

This was fine, he thought, that every­
one was polite. On occasion there was 
someone who drank much, talked too loud­
ly, or acted rudely, but for the most part 
he felt that all servicemen were gentlemen. 

Then he came to Vietnam, and it didn't 
take him long to find the club. He entered 
expecting to find the same congenial at­
mosphere that existed in the States, but 
was sadly disappointed with what he saw, 
and with how he himself acted. 

He felt that we had all become ar­
rogant, crude, caustic and smug where 

The Last 
Straw! 

WASHINGTON (AFPS) 
- Computers at Ft. Camp­
bell, Ky., have finally met 
their match! 

before we were polite, and he couldn't 
figure out why. ' 

Each night he went to the club and 
heard coarse language, barked orders and 
gross insults to the waitresses. Without 
thinking he immediately picked up this air 
of superiority himself, and began criticizing 
and humiliating the waitresses. 

Later he wondered why he had lost his 
manners. Could he use bitterness, loneli­
ness or apprehension as an excuse? Was it 
because the service wasn't the best? Could 
he justify his actions by being god-like and 
judging moral standards? 

He decided that none of these excuses 
were valid, because, after all, could we say 
"a hamburger with french fries" in Viet­
namese as well as these girls could say it 
in English? And wasn't it us who perpetu­
ated their standards by our physical sense 
of pleasure and by our offer of money 
which sorely tempts a basic a 11 y im­
poverished people? 

He wondered what things would be like 
if the situation were reversed and the Army 
of the Republic of Vietnam had set up 
clubs in the United States and had our 
wives, mothers, sisters and girl friends 
serving them. He shuddered, hoping they 
wouldn't act the way he had acted. 

Members of the personnel 
branch are having trouble 
trying to put 39 characters 
in the name space on an 
IBM card that can accom­
modate only 18 letters. 

FRAMED PICTURES - These items should be 
cushioned o~ both s~des and packed in a strong shipping 
carton. The illustration shows one way of packing a framed 
picture. 

The new man g i vi n g 
them the headache is basic 
trainee Private A 11 en i z o 
Rooseveltaus Abuelwhip­
pingstraw. 

G) FORM ROLLS FROM NEWSPAPER. 
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We Saw It All. •• 
DA NANG (USMC) - "This is 

my story. Some called me just a 
jungle boot. But to the Marine I 
served with in the Force Logis­
tic Command (FLC), I like to 
think I was something more. 

We were a team, together 
from the first rays of sunlight in 
the morning to the last exhaust­
ed yawn he'd made at night be­
fore going to sleep. Yep, we 
went through a lot, my Marine 
and I. 

As soon as he arrived here at 
Camp Books, FLC's home, I was 
issued to my Marine. I was kind 
of stiff, fresh from the factory. 
But since he was a truck driver, 
as he broke into his job, I broke 
into mine. 

We traveled over nearly all of 
1 Corps at first, delivering com­
bat supplies to other U.S. Ma­
rine and Republic of Korea 
forces. That's FLC's job, you 
know? My Leatherneck had 
been here just about a month 

when Vietnam's rainy season 
started. About the same time, 
my Marine volunteered to serve 
with FLC's Provisional Rifle 
Company and soon he and I 
were slogging through the muck 
and mire hunting for the enemy, 
protecting the command's head­
quarters complex and nearby 
villages. 

Some of the traveling was 
hard, man ... through rice pad­
dies and over rough ground. One 
minute I'd be completely cov­
ered with mud, the next I'd be 
hanging onto slippery rocks. I 
never let my Marine down, 
though, and when we came in 
contact with the enemy, he nev­
er let me down. We'd always go 
back to the compound together 
- walking. 

Months later my Marine's tour 
with the Provisional Rifle Com­
pany was over and we went 
back to our trucks, hauling sup­
plies. 

Pause That Refreshes 
A 1st Infantry Division soldier takes his morning "shower" 
before scurrying off for another hard day at the office. The 
2nd Battalion, 28th Infantry troops were on a break north­
west of Saigon. (USA PHOTO By: SPS Christopher Parsons) 

Only 'Charlie' Knows 

Is It Bad Breath? 
VANDEGRIFT COMBAT 

BASE (USMC) - War is often 
monotonous. The field Marine 
faces endless hours searching 
for the enemy or defending posi­
tions against the enemy, often 
hoping he will attack - just to 
break the boredom. 

Perhaps the greatest contrib­
utor to the monotony of the field 
Marine is his diet. It consists of 
12 meals commonly called "C" 
rations. 

After a few weeks in the bush 
this diet becomes so monotonous 
that a grunt will use any mix­
ture or ingredient that will make 
his C's taste different. 

Through an accident in re-sup-

ply, the 1st Platoon, "C" Com­
pany, 2nd Battalion, 4th Marine 
Regiment received two cases of 
dehydrated onions. The platoon 
experimented with the onions 
and found that they greatly en­
hanced the taste of their rations. 

Now that they've solved their 
dilemma over the monotony of 
their food, though, the Marines 
still face the monotonous search 
for the enemy. And since the 
Marines began using the onions, 
the men have started wondering 
whether "Charlie" is afraid to 
meet them - or whether he's 
just avoiding them because of 
their breath. 

Only Charlie knows the an­
swer to that. 

The OBSERVER 

I guess we saw it all. Some­
times Vietnam's countryside can 
be beautiful, with her tall blue­
hazed mountains rising in the 
distance. And other times, it 
seemed as if the land hated us. 
I'd be covered with thick layers 
of dust, mud, or the heat and hu­
midity made my Marine sweat 
like never before. 

But despite it all, we made it 
all the way. 

Pen Pal Plan 
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. .. Now I'm Alone 
The rains started again a 

couple of days ago. A year's 
gone by and I'm tired. My Ma­
rine was happy last night. He 
packed his clothes and was get­
ting ready to go home. He was 
smiling and telling everybody 
how glad he was to go back to 
his girl. 

My Marine and I parted ways 
last night, too. A new man, my 
Marine's replacement, came in 
and talked to him, asking ques­
tions about how his tour with 
FLC had been. After awhile, my 
Marine turned to the newcomer 
and asked if he could use anoth­
er set of boots. He said he could 
and I was taken away. 

Well, as the newcomer walked 
back to his hootch, he noticed a 
hole in my partner, the other 
boot. You couldn't blame my 
partner for being worn through, 
though. We'd both covered a lot 
of ground. The newcomer shook 
his head and muttered some-

thing about "Looks like they've 
had enough." He threw my part­
ner in a trash can, and was just 
about to pitch me in when the 
camp's siren started blaring. He 
had been warned about a mortar 
or rocket attack and knew in­
stinctively what the siren was 
for. 

The newcomer dropped me 
and high-tailed it to a bunker. 
Afterward, when it was all 
clear, he went back to his 
hootch. I guess he forgot all 
about me, sitting out here in the 
mud. 

This morning, after my Ma­
rine left for home, the new­
comer walked past me. He had 
on a new set of boots; stiff like I 
was once. 

Me? Well, I'll just stay here in 
the mud for awhile. I'm used to 
it. Besides, let the other boots 
have their day. I had my war 
and now I'll sit it out. 

What are they going to do ... 
call me a loafer? 

Happiness: Getting 200 Letters 
BINH PHUOC (USA) -

If you haven't been getting 
your fair share of mail late­
ly, you might think about 
something two men of the 
9th Infantry Division's 2nd 
Battalion, 47th Infantry did 
to solve their problem. 

Specialist 4 Murry J. 
Dodds of Rolla, Mo., and 
PFC Charles R. Swank of 
Normal, Ill., decided to aug­
ment their incoming letters 
by writing several Stateside 
newspapers asking for mail. 

The pair sent out re­
quests to newspapers in 
Pennsylvania, Kansas, Califor­
nia and Canada "to get a sampl­
ing of the country." Two weeks 
later the letters started pouring 
in. So far they have received 
more than 200 letters and the 
number is growing. 

Enemy Rocket 
Blows A Hole 
Worth $150 

PHU TAI (USA) - Thanks to 
an enemy rocket, Staff Sergeant 
William J. Valliere of Oklahoma 
City, Okla., recovered $150. 

Valliere, a personnel sergeant 
with the 173rd Airborne Brigade, 
had lost the money by leaving 
his wallet in a pocket when he 
turned his uniforms in for laun­
dering. 

"After the laundry had been 
shipped out, I noticed my wallet 
w a s missing," recalled the 
third-tour veteran. "I chalked 
up the money to experience and 
decided to begin processing for 
new cards and identification." 

On the night of the incident, 
"Charlie" lobbed in three B-40 
rockets. 

The next morning Valliere 
Io o k e d over the damaged 
grounds with a number of other 
men. One of the first things he 
saw was a ripped leather wallet 
near a wrecked boardwalk. 

' ' I could n ' t believe it. 
Evidently the wallet had slipped 
from the pocket of a set of fa­
tigues, fell beneath the board­
walk and was blown back out 
during the rocket attack." 

"We specified that we wanted 
to .hear from girls, 18 to 23, and 
that we would answer each let­
ter," Dodds said. "So far we've 
kept our promise and answered 
all the letters, but it's beginning 
to t a k e up all our extra 
time." 

Between ,them,- Dodds and 
Swank usuaHy write about 20 
letters a day. 

"Some of the girls have prom­
ised cookies and others food if 
we answered them, so we got on 
those letters first," Swank grin­
ned. "And we're hungrily await­
ing the results," he admitted. 

At first the other guys in their 
4.2 mortar platoon laughed at 
the plan, but now many of them 
are asking to look at the letters 
and the addresses. 

NCO Hit By 12 Rounds; 
Walks Away Unscathed 

CHU LAI (USA) - Sergeant 
Facundo Ramos got hit by 12 
AK-47 rounds recently and didn't 
suffer a scratch. 

Ramos was on a sweep with 
his platoon from the 11th In­
fantry Brigade, America! Divi­
sion, near Landing Zone San 
Juan Hill, west of Due Pho, 
when the shooting began. 

His platoon was walking point 
for the company down a narrow 
jungle trail. Suddenly the ele­
ment faced three NV A soldiers, 
and a staccato of M-16s and AK-
47s shattering the hush of the 
jungle. 

M e n y e 11 e d and bullets 
screamed all around. As sudden­
ly as they appeared, the NV A 

were gone. The platoon checked 
for casualties. 

Ramos felt around and dis­
covered that he'd been hit 12 
times where bullets had either 
pierced or cut into his clothing 
and gear. 

One round put holes in the side 
and back of his helmet. Another 
close one sliced the bayonet off 
his belt; several smashed into 
his ammo pouch, ripping the 
ammo out. 

The remainder of the dozen 
rounds pierced the equipment on 
his back - his air mattress, 
poncho and rucksack. Incredibly 
enough, Sergeant Ramos es­
caped completely unscathed! 

Monkey Business 
CAMP EVANS (USA) -A loud scream broke the 

jungle's eerie silence as the men of a 101st Airborne 
Division unit were settling down for the night in their 
defensive perimeter 32 southwest of Hue. 

"I didn't know what to think," said PFC Dan 
Cooke of Newton, N.C., a machine gunner with Com­
pany C, 1st Battalion, 506th Infantry. "I was sitting 
inside my position talking to two buddies and was about 
to open a can of peaches. 

"All of a sudden, the bushes to our front began 
shaking as if a typhoon was coming through," Cooke 
recalled. 

A few seconds later, a huge monkey jumped into 
Cooke's position. The trio of men scrambled over one 
another trying to get out of the "monster's" path. 

Cooke rolled out to his M-60 machine gun and took 
careful aim on the intruder. 

"The thing must have been crazy!" Cooke exclaim­
ed. "He was screaming and snorting, and finally grabbed 
my can of peaches and plowed his way back into the 
jungle." 

Pausing for a moment, Cooke stared into the jungle, 
turned and asked a buddy, "I wonder if he had a can 
opener?'; 
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An Air Force C-47 unleashes psychological warfare leaflet.; which include (inset) "safe conduct passes" for ralliers. 

Airdropped leaflets guarantee VC rights of a free citizen. PSYOPS broadcasts motivate prospective ralliers with the why and how. 
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The 'Ch reu Hoi' Success 

~,000 Reds Turn True Blue 
puT A SINGLE BULLET 
jmortars - and with no 
~ - the Free World and 
~se forces overcame 14 Viet 
isions and caused a set­
the enemy. 
the Chieu Hoi Program more 

Reds switched their Commu-
and defected to the colors of 
nment of Vietnam (GVN). 

these ralliers, called Hoi 
e become the VC's worst ene­
their hard and effective VC 

e Hoi Chanh has weakened the 
by revealing valuable in­

'lnformation, turning in enemy 
'·nd exposing caches of the ene­

needed equipment and food. 
e, if these 125,000 ralliers had 

inated in the battlefield, it 
, cost the Free World Forces 

(calculated at the current VC­
ill ratio" of 7 to 1) and coun­
lties. 
kes a VC rally? The heat of 
als many weaknesses and the 
f the Viet Cong find there is 
food, equipment and medical 

ell as a lack of support from 
the South Vietnamese people. 
osphere of discontent and mis-
starts to think - given the 
may decide to quit - rally. 

,here Chieu Hoi (Open Arms) 

comes in, primarily through commu­
nication methods of psychological oper­
ations (PSYOPS). PSYOPS gives the 
prospective rallier the answers and moti­
vation he needs. By using surface and ae­
rial loudspeaker broadcasts and by drop­
ping tons of leaflets from airplanes, PSY • 
OPS tells the enemy the why and how. 

Much of the printed material that fi:nds 
its way into VC hands includes a "safe 
conduct pass" which takes some of the 
danger away when a VC -crosses lines in 
a battle area. Once he surrenders as a 
Hoi Chanh he is received with "open 
arms" and taken to one of 52 Chieu Hoi 
Centers in the Republic. There he is im­
mediately clothed, fed, given medical 
care, and shown that he is safe with 
"friendly" forces. 

Not only does the GVN forgive and for­
get, but it helps the former enemy start a 
new life. For about 45 days the Hoi Chanh 
undergoes a complete rehabilitation pro­
gram at the center. During his stay he is 
free to come and go, visit relatives if 
any, and do some work to earn money. 

About 5,000 Hoi Chanh are now in 
Armed Propaganda Teams, more than 5,-
000 work for government agencies and 
thousands are fighting against commu­
nism in the ranks of the Army of the Re­
public of Vietnam or in paramilitary 
units. All 125,000 Hoi Chanh are contrib­
uting to the struggle for peace. As the 
numbers increase, the national cause be­
comes clearer and more extensive. 

Photos by I SSgt. Michael J. Arnold, USMC 

North Vietnamese Army uniforms, examine Chieu Hoi leaflets. 

By Maior Sandi Olson, USA 
........ ~ 
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Crossing lines in a battle zone is easier for a VC possessing a "safe conduct pass." 

A "Hoi Chanh" (former VCI is useful in convincing fellow Vietnamese to rally to the GVIV 
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The Deadly Duo 

'C/,arlie' Strikes; 
Nig/,t/,awk Bites 

PHUOC VINH (USA) -
A hail of bullets and rockets 
3treaking down a beam of 
light are only part of the 
"Nighthawk" surprise wait­
ing for Charlie when he de­
cides to invade the darkness 
in the 1st Cavalry Division's 
area of operations. 

"Nighthawk" is a division 
artillery team composed of 

· two helicopters - a Huey 
from Battery E, 82nd Artil­
lery, and a Cobra gunship 
from the 2nd Battalion, 
20th Aerial Rocket Artil­
lery's Battery B. 

The firepower available to this 
team include two 7 .62mm mini­
guns, each capable of spewing 4,-
000 rounds a minute; a 40mm 
grenade launcher, which can de­
liver 150 grenades in 30 seconds; 
and 76 2.75-inch rockets. 

The Huey is equipped with a 
powerful infra-red light and 
scope, which turn night into day 
for the chopper's keen-eyed tar­
get detection crewman, Special­
ist 4 Harold Boatz. Also at his 
disposal . is a night observation 
device which needs only star­
light to operate effectively. 

The "ultimate finder," though, 
is a 50,000-watt searchlight 
which not only serves as a loca­
tor but also as an enemy posi­
tion marker. 

Nighthawk's specialty is giv­
ing close support to an infantry 

unit in a night defensive or am­
bush position. 

The moment an infantry 
squad spots enemy movement 
around its position, word is 
flashed to Nighthawk. Within 
seconds, the pilots are briefed 
and the positions marked with a 
light that can be seen only from 
the sky. 

With the target sighted, War­
rant Officer John Snowgren, pi­
loting the Huey, banks to the left 
while co-pilot Warrant Officer 
Ronald Baker informs the Cobra 
pilots circling above of the sight­
ing. 

As the searchlight beam hits 
the ground, the Skytroopers be­
low relay their positions in ref­
erence to the light before the 
Huey's radio crackles: "Night­
hawk Two, this is Dodge Six. 
You are clear to engage." 

On the mini-gun, Specialist 4 
Stanley Cook pours a constant 
stream of fire and lead down 
into the small beam of light. Mo­
ments later, the Cobra releases 
a burst of mini-gun fire and a 
salvo of rockets from pods tuck­
ed under its sides. 

The light goes dark, but infra­
red scopes continue to probe the 
target area for an assessment of 
damage. 

''Mission Completed" for 
Nighthawk means the enemy 
has been caught and stopped in 
the darkness - before he can 
strike at Cav unit positions on 
the ground. 

Scope and searchlight replace machine gun in search ship. 

The OBSERVER October 24, 1969 

Story by Captain Gerald Sharpe, USA 
Photos by SJ'S Terry Moon, USA 

Before the mission, SP4 Harold W. Boatz inspects the heart of the Nighthawk's detection sys­
tem, a combination Starlight Scope ltopl and 5O,OOO-watt searchlight. 

A mini-gun stands ready beside the target detection equipment. 
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This CA Project 
Is No Hogwash 

AF Aids 
Nursery 
Proiect 

Swimmer-Sapper 
Action Increases 

TAN AN (USA) - At 
first glace, trying to put a 
pig in every hootch of the 
Thu Thua District of Long 
An Province may not seem 
like the noblest of causes, 
but there's more to it than 
meets the eye. 

Should 10 female, curly tailed 
animals come through, the· plan 
will be a boon to the local econo­
my. 

Right now each of the 10 fami­
lies, selected by the district and 
village chiefs, has just received 
a female pig as part of the civic 
action program of the 2nd Bat­
talion, 4th Artillery of the 3rd 
Brigade, 9th Infantry Division. 

Reaching back to his child­
hood on a farm, Major William 
A. Shoffner of Lawton, Okla., 
the executive officer, hit upon 
the idea of giving pigs away in 
hopes that they would bear the 
brunt of a population explosion. 

"I picked pigs because they 
are prolific," said Shoffner. "We 
gave them to the farmers be­
cause we wanted to help some­
one in the middle of the totem 
pole." 

"We hadn't done anything for 
the middle class people - the 
guy who works in the rice paddy 
all day and doesn't have a lot to 
show for it," explained Captain 
Sam Butler of Live Oak, Fla., 

Re,dlegs 
Try Out As 
Cowpo,kes 

CU CHI (USA) - Two 
cannoneers from Battery B, 
1st Battalion, 8th Artillery 
were recently compelled to 
perform duties as oriental­
style cowboys in coming to 
the rescue of a small dam­
sel-in-distress at the 25th 
Infantry D i vi s i on ' s Fire 
Support Base Pershing. 

A tiny Vietnamese girl about 
seven years old had been lead­
ing one of her family's most 
valuable possessions, a large 
brown bull, along Highway 6A 
when the animal broke free 
from her. 

Enjoying his newly found free­
dom and ready to roam the wide 
open spaces of Vietnam, the bull 
promptly ran through the open 
gate of the fire support base and 
cleverly trapped himself be­
tween the first two rows of bar­
bed wire on Fire Base Per­
shing's perimeter. 

Captain David A. Zamory of 
St. Louis, Mo., Battery B com­
mander said, "The little Viet­
namese girl was on the outside 
of the perimeter with tears 
streaming down her face, and 
she seemed certain that we 
would kill the animal and she 
would never see it again." 

Sergeant Curtis E. Thacker of 
McDermott, Ohio, the section 
chief for the sixth howitzer sec­
tion, and Private First Class 
Robert E. Watson of Formosa, 
Kan., decided to try their hands 
as wranglers. 

So the artillerymen herded, 
yelled, jumped, ensnared them­
selves in concertina tape, ca­
joled, ran, fell down, and 40 min­
utes later had the situation well 
in hand. 

The bull was finally returned 
to its tiny owner, who was sur­
prised and overjoyed at getting 
her prized possession back. 

the battalion civil affairs officer. 
With the help of some energet­

ic pigs from the village, the fe­
males should start producing in 
about 10 months. 

"This will be very productive 
for the individuals because all 
they have to give in return is 
one gilt (female) from the first 
litter," said Butler. The 10 off­
springs will be distributed in the 
same manner and the whole 
thing starts all over again. 

The pigs, which cost $22 each, 
were bought with funds from the 
3rd Brigade's civil affairs fund. 
The program should be self-sus­
taining from now on. 

"There's bound to be one fam­
ily in town with a boy pig," said 
Butler, adding that the village 
chiefs had guaranteed that local 
residents would volunteer the 
services of their males to the 
plan. 

With one of life's basic drives 
as key to the plan, there is little 
doubt that it will work. 

The reproductive cycle of the 
average Vietnamese pig may 
not seem too exciting, but the 
people of this district have a 
definite interest in the love life 
of their animals. 

NHA TRANG (USAF) 
Buddhist teachers and U.S. Air 
Force personnel teamed up 
recently to construct a n3W four­
room day-care center for chil­
dren of working parents at near­
by Vinh Hai village. 

Airmen of the 14th Special Op­
erations Wing here provided 
building supplies and, when th3 
center's well went dry, enough 
water to mix cement on the con­
struction site. 

The new building doubles the 
size of the An Hoa Day Car,~ 
Center, providing a dormitory 
and classroom for 150 young­
sters. Their parents, mostly 
farmers and fishermen, pay a 
nominal 100 piasters (about 811 
cents) a month for the all-day 
supervised child care. 

"Your generous assistanc! 
has made it possible for us to 
take care of many more chil­
dren who might otherwise have 
no one to watch over them while 
their parents are at work," Sis­
ter Thich Nu Tri said at the de­
dication ceremony. 

SAIGON (USA) -
Swimmer sapper techniques 
were demonstrated at the 
Sat Lai Ammunition Dis­
charge site recently by 
members of the Team 42, 
U.S. Navy Explosive Ord­
nance Disposal M o bi 1 e s 
Unit Pacific. 

Navy divers demonstrated 
methods used by Viet Cong 
and North Vietnamese 
Army Forces to place mines 
on ships and barges in the 
harbor. 

Lieutenant Junior Grade 
Ralph P. Jacobs, ordnance 
disposal officer assigned to 
Team 42, explained sapper ac­
tivities and types of explosive 
devices that have been used in 
Vietnam. He also directed a 
team illustrating defense meth­
ods against swimmer-sappers. 

"Thirteen swimmer-sapper at­
tacks were reported in 1967 . and 
23 were reported in 1968," said 
Jacobs. He continued, "This 
year, we had 55 attacks through 
the end of September." 

Mines used by the enemy 

Looking at some of the babies born at the Phu My District Dispensary in its first week of­
operation, SPS Demptor McPherson holds his his head as he contemplates the work in store if 
births at the dispensary continue at the same rate. IUSA PHOTO By: SP4 Craig Lindarmanl 

Sky Soldier Delivers 12 Babies 

Population Burst Hits Medic 
PHU MY (USA) - Delivering 

12 babies in one week would 
wear out any man, but an en­
listed medic in the 173rd Air­
borne Brigade took it in stride 
here recently. 

S p e c i a I i s t 5 Demptor E. 
McPherson, 1st Battalion, 503rd 
Infantry, was selected as the se­
nior U.S. medical advisor to the 
Phu My District Dispensary 
with nine Vietnam~se nurses as 
assistants. 

McPherson "scrounged" 
paint, nurses' uniforms, sheets, 
mattresses, bunks and medical 
equipment. He and his assis­
tants worked far into the night 
getting ready for "opening 
day." 

Before coming to Vietnam, the 
Special Forces-trained medic 
had worked in hospitals in Ja-

pan, Korea and Germany where 
he delivered a total of nine 
babies and assisted in the deliv­
ery of many more in emergency 
rooms. But this was over a peri­
od of years. 

The first seven days after 
opening the new dispensary, he 
delivered 12 babies and treated 
more than 450 Vietnamese civil­
ians. 

A Washington, D.C., native, 
McPherson has four children of 
his own. When asked if he 
helped in the birth of any of his 
own children he shook his head 
and replied: 

"No, thank heaven, but I've 
come so clos:/it was pathetic. 

"You see there is a great deal 
of difference in treating a friend 
or stranger and treating a loved 

one. Very few doctors op~rate 
on their relatives. People have a 
tendency to become too person­
ally involved and lose the pro­
fessional touch and skill needed 
to make treatment of that sort a 
success." 

McPerson also works closely 
with MEDCAP teams which op­
erate throughout the district 
treating patients in remote vil­
lages and hamlets. 

"Besides MEDCAPs and our 
own dispensary," he com­
mented, "we are undertaking a 
sanitation program, and have 
evacuation systems to transport­
the seriously ill or wounded ci­
vilians and government troops 
to Vietnamese hospitals." 

"We are a team, and a team 
a 1 ways wins in the end," 
McPherson concluded. 

vary. They have some highly so­
phisticated mines and timing de­
vices, however, they most often 
use homemade mines construct­
ed of stolen supplies. 

The VC do not use scientific 
methods for the removal of ex­
plosives to use in their mines. 
Frequently, while hacking away 
at a shell or bomb, it will ex­
plode, killing the VC worker. 

Basic types of mines include 
the moored mine, attached to an 
anchor; buoy mines, floating 
near the surface; magnetic 
mines which are placed against 
the hull of a ship; and the satch­
el mine, which can be placed or 
floated against the side of a 
ship. The satchel mine is the 
most commonly used by the VC 
since it is easily constructed 
from materials at hand. The 
most common method of detona­
tion is by command or someone 
triggering the charge from on 
shore. Other means include time 
delays and impact. 

The 4th Transportation Com­
mand's 11th Transportation Bat­
talion (Terminal), which spon• 
sored the Cat Lai demonstra­
tion, is responsible for off-load­
ing most of . the ammunition 
ships arriving in the III and IV 
Corps Tactical Zones of Vietnam. 
The demonstration gave the 
guard members of the unit an 
opportunity to observe what 
<they should be looking for while 
guarding against sapper-swim­
mers and gave staff members 
an insight which will enable 
more effective preventive mea­
sures against such attacks. 

2 ARVNs 
AWcirded 
Silver Star 
SAIGON (MACV) - Silver 

Stars, the highest award the 
United States can bestow upon a 
Vietnamese soldier, recently 
were presented to two lieuten­
ants from the Vietnamese Air­
borne Division. The awards 
were given for gallantry in ac­
tion when the lieutenants' battal­
ion, the 1st Airborne Battalion, 
was attacked by two NVA bat­
talions 50 miles northwest of Sai­
gon ori the night of August 14th 
and morning of the 15th. 

When Second Lieutenant Ngu­
yen Thi, 1st Platoon leader, 11th 
Company, realized the enemy 
had broken into his company's 
position, he personally led half 
his platoon in a bold counter-at­
tack. He was wounded during 
the counter-attack, but refused 
medical evacuation and contin­
ued fighting for six hours until 
the enemy attack was repulsed. 
His aggressiveness and skill 
were decisive in defeating the 
enemy. 

S e c o n d Lieutenant Truong 
Dien Ly, 3rd Platoon leader, 
11th Company, was ordered to 
take half his platoon and estab­
lish - an outpost about 150 me­
ters in front of the battalion 
lines. When the enemy attacked, 
they quickly surrounded Ly and 
his outpost. All through the ni~ht 
the enemy attempted to overrun 
the outpost. At times the enemy 
was so close that Ly called for 
artillery fire directly on the out­
post. He personally marked tar­
gets for gunships, exposing him­
s e 1 f c o n ti n u a 11 y . He was 
wounded in the chest and the 
arm, yet he continued to move 
from position to position encour­
aging his mw. 

-



Page 10 The OBSERVER October 24, 1969 

BUNKER BUNNY OF THE WEEK-sez, "I may be out of uniform as far as the military is concerned, but I hope you're not. For those of you who are not 
aware of it, the "tropical combat uniform" is an ·item of organizational properly issued to personnel of all services assigned to MACV. It is the prescribed 
duty uniform for U.S. Army personnel and is optional for wear by members of the other services. The variant provisions of component service uniform 
regulations have cc'.lsed this singularly identifiable uniform to be worn in several ways. Therefore, personnel assigned to MACV are prohibited from 
cutting off the sleeves, removal and/ or addition of pockets, loops, or epaulets , tailoring of the coat or trousers for a closer fit, or altering for any other 
reason. The leather or tropical combat boot is prescribed for wear with the tropical combat uniform. No other type of footgear is authorized except when 
prescribed by a medical profile change. So let's get together on this thing, fe :las, as you never know when I might drop by and check you over." 

(PHOTO COURTESY OF PETER GOWLANDl 
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While the drawing reflects an exaggeration, the point is 
that personnel in Vietnam should now be using their Social 
Security Number on return addresses, rather than the Serv­
ice Number. Otherwise, postal authorities say letters will 
be returned to the sender. Mail sent TO servicemen must 
also include the SSAN or it will be returned. While you're 
brooding over this change, see if you can find the 10 
differences in these two drawings. 
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For Cover' 
Infantrymen from the America! Division scramble from their choppers under cover of a 
smoke screen during a recent combat assault near Landing Zone Bronco, 35 miles south 
of Chu Lai. IUSA PHOTO By: SP4 Lou Pearson! 

'Chipper' Sniffs Out Ambushers 

15 NV A Killed By Marines 
AN HOA (USMC) -

Using his keen animal 
senses of sight, smell and 
hearing, a 1st Marine Divi­
sion scout dog has foiled 
three separate ambush at­
tempts and was indirectly 
responsiole for the death of 
15 North Vietnamese Army 
(NVA) soldiers when the 
Marines of Company C, 3rd 
Battalion, 5th Marine Regi­
ment attacked the would­
be ambushers. 

Lance Corporal Gary A. 

we were leading a patrol up a 
small slope toward a dense 
treeline," he explained. "We 
were about 75 yards away when 
Chipper alerted me. I signalled 
the rest of the patrol and we all 
dropped to the ground. The pa­
trol leader sent a squad around 
to flank the treeline and they 
found four NVA waiting in am­
bush, killing them all." 

About two weeks later when 
the team was with another com­
pany in the Arizona Territory, 
they spotted a second ambush. 

ambush while leading a patrol 
down a densely foliaged jungle 
trail. 

"We had started out early that 
morning and had been moving 
steadily for about two hours 
when suddenly Chipper alerted 
me. I dropped back and let a 
fireteam take over to innstigate 
what was up ahead. They found 
two NVA armed with AK-47s in 
fighting holes and killed them 
both before they could fire a 
shot," related Jones. 

Thanks to Chipper and Jones' 
alertness there are a lot of Ma­
rines still alive today and 15 
NV A soldiers who will never 
spring another ambush. 
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VNAF Increase 
Delta Air Strikes 

BINH THUY AB (USAF) -
Approximately 50 per cent of Al­
lied air strikes in the Mekong 
Delta are now being flown by 
Republic of Vietnam Air Force 
(VNAF) pilots. 

Previously, most air strikes in 
the Delta were made by U.S. Air 
Force F-100 Supersabre pilots 
and F-4 Phantom crews from 
various bases throughout Viet­
nam. 

"The Delta area has long been 
dominated by U.S. fighter-bomb­
ers," said Major John J. Lynch 
of Midwest City, Okla., U.S. Ad­
visor to the VNAF 520th Tactical 
Fighter Squadron at Binh Thuy 
Air Base. "But during the last 
six months the VNAF has been 
carrying more and more of the 
load." 

The 520th TFS is now flying 25 
to 30 per cent of the Delta strike 
missions. VNAF pilots of the 
520th fly the A-37 aircraft. 
VNAF F-5 Freedom Fighter and 
A-1 Skyraider pilots from othe~ 
bases are flying another 15 to 20 
per cent of the strikes. 

The 520th Squadron, a unit of 
the VNAF 74th Tactical Wing, 
began changing from the A-1 
Skyraider attack-bomber to the 
A-37 jet attack-bomber in April 
1968. Pilots were sent to attend 
A-37 training at Lackland AFB, 
Tex., prior to attending A~37 
training at England AFB, La. 
The squadron became oper­
ational in the A-37 in May 1961. 

"Every pilot in the squadron," 
Lynch pointed out, "is a dis-

ciplined professional and out­
standing pilot. Each has at least 
a junior college education and 
most are tri-lingual (French, 
English, Vietnamese)." 

The average flying time for 
each man is 1,750 hours, most of 
it combat time. 

"What many people fail to re­
alize," Lynch continued, "is that 
VNAF pilots like those of the 
520th have been fighting a war 
and building an air force ,at the 
same time. They work hard and 
they're getting the job done." 

According to Lynch, the 520th 
pilots follow a rigorous combat 
operations schedule every day. 
Most air strikes are missions 
against known enemy base 
camps, fortifications and supply 
areas. They also fly immediate 
close air support missions for 
Army of the Republic of Viet­
nam · (ARVN) ground forces in 
contact with the enemy. 

On such missions where im­
mediate assistance is requested, 
the 520th pilots have unleashed 
their ordnance on enemy forces 
with unerring accuracy. 

The 520th pilots also fly mis­
sions to soften up landing zone 
areas to be used by ARVN mo­
bile assault forces. 

"The squadron is self-suf­
ficient right now, concluded 
Lynch. They up-grade their own 
pilots, do their own instructing 
and test flying. It is a moti­
vated, efficient fighting unit and 
they prove it everyday against 
the enemy in the Delta." 

Jones of Columbus, Ga., and 
his scout dog "Chipper" have 
been together since April this 
year. Working closely together, 
the team of dog and handler has 
saved many American lives 
from ambushes and other sur­
prise firing devices. 

The patrol they were leading 
was advancing through an old 
graveyard when Chipper alerted 
Jones again. Just as the patrol 
hit the deck, the NV A soldiers 
hiding in a treeline in front of 
the patrol opened up with auto­
matic weapons , but they were 
just a little late. Using a flank­
ing movement, the patrol enve­
loped the would-be ambushers. 
After 15 minutes of fierce fight­
ing, nine of the enemy were 
killed. 

Business As Usual For 82nd 
Jones described the three in­

stances in which Chipper de­
tected the enemy ambushes be­
fore they were sprung. 

"The first time it happened, Jones discovered their next 

New Weather Station Goes 
Airmobile At 1st Cavalry 

PHUOC VINH (USA) - Even 
weather stations are going air­
mobile at the 1st Cavalry Divi­
sion. 

In an effort to provide exact 
and up-to-date weather informa­
tion for the troops in the field , 
the 1st Cavalry is employing a 
ho m e m ad e weather station 
which can be airlifted by a CH-
47 Chinook helicopter to forward 
landing zones. 

The mobile station is the idea 
of Air Force Staff Sergeant Jim-

my Munday, assigned to the 5th 
Weather Station of the 1st Cav­
alry. 

Munday designed and built the 
station, which is completely self­
contained and capable of analyz­
ing existing weather conditions 
and sending the information 
back to Phuoc Vinh. 

The weather trailer had been 
used previously by the 1st Cav­
alry on Landing Zones Caldwell 
and Dolly, but the new in­
novation adds yet another di­
mension to their airmobility. 
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SAIGON (USA) - Even 
though alerted for redeploy­
ment in the latest troop 
withdrawal order, the ex­
citement has not diminish­
ed the intensity of the 3rd 
Brigade, 82nd Airborne 
Division's efforts as part of 
the remaining American 
units defending Saigon. 

Ambush operations are 
still set nightly, "Popper" 
missions still airlift platoon­
sized units into suspected 
enemy areas of activity and . 
combined recon patrols are 
made daily with their succes­
sors, the ARVN forces. 

The troopers can look proudly 
on their accomplishments since 
airlifted to Vietnam on 24 hours 
notice to stem the rising tide of 
enemy pressure during the 1968 
Tet Offensive. The Brigade saw 
bitter fighting in the Hue-Phu 
Bai area during that period. 

In October 1968 the Brigade 
moved south to the Saigon area 
under the operational control of 
the Capital Military Assistance 
Command, defending the west­
ern perimeter of the Capital City 
and with increased emphasis. on 
pacification of the Tet-torn area. 

Vinh Loe, a former Viet Cong 
stronghold, has responded to the 
security and stabilization pro­
vided by the 1st Battalion, 508th 
Infantry of the Brigade and the 
local 53rd Regional Force Bat­
talion. Today, Vinh Loe is a 
peaceful stable village with im­
proved roads, :increased farm 
production and no sign of VC ha­
rassment. 

Ground action during the year 
was highlighted by successful 
sorties by the battalion task 
forces into the Hobo Woods and 
on search and clear operations 
near the Cambodian bordei·. 

TEAM WORK-Paratroopers of the 82nd Airborne Division 
and 1st ARVN Airborne Division share guard chores. The 
troopers are members of a combined operation preparing for 
the anticipated redeployment of the 82nd. 

(USA PHOTO By: SPS Robert Schoenecker) 




