
Winter 2009 Vol. 16 No.1 

The Many Meanings of Tet             

Conference agenda and 
upcoming release of CIA 
documents

What’s Inside...

Farewell letter from 
James R. Reckner, Ph.D.

Friends Vietnam Centerof 
the

Dr. Jim Reckner Retires from Texas Tech

On January 9, 2009, the Vietnam 
Center and Department of History at 
Texas Tech University hosted a retire-
ment ceremony for our founding direc-
tor, Dr. James Reckner.  Jim’s 20 year 
career at Texas Tech included some 
truly remarkable achievements, some 
of which many of you are familiar.  We 
were joined by nearly 100 guests to in-
clude our Provost, Dr. Jane Winer, and 
Texas Tech University Chancellor Kent 
Hance in recognizing Jim for his many 
contributions to our university and com-
munity, as well as to our nation.  

Jim’s crowning achievement at TTU 
is the creation and development of the 
Vietnam Center and Archive, which is 
unrivaled in our nation.  There is no 
other project in our country so dedi-
cated to collecting and preserving the 
history of American service and sacrifice 
during the Vietnam War.  This includes 
the viewpoints and perspectives of the 
many different participants – both in 
Southeast Asia and around the world as 
well as within our own country.  No uni-
versity-based archive rivals our extensive 
holdings.  Of equal and perhaps more 
lasting importance, to the missions of 
promoting understanding and preserv-
ing history, Jim added the vision of fos-
tering reconciliation between the US and 
Vietnam.  Since 1998, Jim has worked 
tirelessly to develop education-based ex-
changes with our summer study abroad 
for Texas Tech students as well as schol-
arship assistance programs for university 
students in Vietnam and Cambodia.  In 
this way, we have attempted to improve 

the relationship between the US and 
Vietnam through mutual understanding 
and respect.  

Another impressive achievement is 
Jim’s impact on the lives of countless 
students, especially his graduate stu-
dents.  What few of you probably know 
is that Jim has directed one of the high-
est numbers of M.A. and Ph.D. students 
as anyone in the History Department 
over the course of his career and at times 
carried an equivalent load of more than 
500% the required full-time effort for a 
professor.  I have the privilege and honor 
of saying that I was one of those students 
who benefited from his mentorship and 
I can personally attest to the deep and 
abiding interest he takes in all of his stu-
dents – in both their professional and 
personal development and careers.

Jim’s interests and service to our com-
munity went far beyond the already 
mentioned accomplishments.   He has 
been a true leader and visionary and 

By Steve Maxner, Ph.D., Director

Dr. Reckner (left) poses with TTU Chancellor Kent Hance (right) at his retirement reception.
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Nearly twenty years ago, a group of 
Vietnam veterans from the Lubbock area 
decided to begin collecting and preserving 
materials relating to the Vietnam War, so 
students at Texas Tech University would 
have some primary source materials to 
consult as they studied the war in class.  
It has been my great pleasure to direct 
this effort from the earliest days through 
to last year, by which time –thanks to the 
assistance of so many veterans, students 
and others—our collection had grown to 
magnificent proportions.  For the thou-
sands of veterans, students and histori-
ans whose research will benefit from this 
collection in the years ahead, I  sincerely 
thank each of you for your contributions, 
and urge those who might read this who 
haven’t yet added their materials  to con-
sider doing so.  Your story is important 
and we wish to preserve it.

As for myself, it seems that at age 68, 
the years are starting to tell.  My former 
comrades-in-arms from Vietnam will un-
derstand.  I no longer possess the unlim-
ited energy that drove me for so many 
years, and , with regret, have concluded 
it is time to retire.  I leave knowing that I 
have left the Vietnam Center in excellent 
hands under the direction of Dr. Steve 
Maxner.  Steve has unlimited energy and 
enthusiasm and some remarkable skills 
that, I am certain, will take the Vietnam 
Center and Archive to greater heights in 
the years ahead.  Dr. Dennis Patterson, 
a political scientist, has assumed the di-
rectorship of the Institute for Modern 
Conflict & Diplomacy, and has under-
taken the new assignment with a great 
degree of enthusiasm.

I do not anticipate an inactive re-
tirement.  When I came to Texas Tech 
in 1988, I anticipated many years re-
searching and writing about Theodore 
Roosevelt and his Navy.  That plan was 
simply postponed for twenty years.  I ex-
pect to resume research and writing in 
the weeks and months ahead.  But I am 

not “riding off into the sunset” never to 
be heard from again.   Middy and I will 
continue to live in Lubbock, just ten or 
fifteen minutes away from the campus 
of Texas Tech.  I intend to stay in touch 
with the important work ongoing in the 
Vietnam Center and related centers and 
institute, and I look forward to seeing 
many friends at the annual conferences.

At a retirement ceremony at Texas 
Tech in January, the staff of the Vietnam 
Center and the faculty of the History 
Department were kind enough to pres-
ent me with gifts relating to my principal 
hobby: photography.  Middy and I have 
been fortunate enough to have traveled 
many places in the world, principally 
during my years of service in the Navy;  
however, we have not traveled exten-
sively in the United States; therefore we 
hope to spend a fair amount of time see-
ing the wonders of our country.  Thanks 
to each of you for the gifts.

I want to express my personal thanks 
to all of the members of the Vietnam 

Center, post-Vietnam Center and IMCDR 
for all of their support and encourage-
ment over the years, with special thanks 
to Ms. DaNita Buckley, budget manager, 
who did that work and so much more for 
the Center and IMCDR in recent years.  

I also want to thank the members 
of the Vietnam Center Advisory Board 
and the hundreds of Vietnam veterans 
around the country who have appreciat-
ed the value of the Vietnam Archive and 
the work of our staff and faculty there.  
As an old advisor from Vietnam days, I 
would be remiss if I concluded this note 
without mentioning our Vietnamese-
American former comrades-in-arms, 
now US citizens, who have joined us 
in the work of preserving their record.  
Without that record, our understanding 
of events would be less than complete.

I deeply appreciate every one of you, 
and thank you for making the past twen-
ty years so exciting.

				    -Jim

Farewell Letter from our Founder and Former 
Director James R. Reckner, Ph.D. 

Left to Right:  David Shelly, James Reckner, Ph.D., and Phil Price - three of the Center’s founding members.

The CIA Center for the Study of Intelligence 

(CSI) will be using the March 2009 Vietnam 

Center Conference to recognize the research and 

writings of Mr. Thomas Ahern, a career CIA offi-

cer and contract historian with CSI.  The CIA will 

release several previously classified studies writ-

ten by Mr. Ahern that will significantly enhance 

our collective understanding of the role of the CIA 

in the wars in Vietnam and Laos.   The titles to 

be released include CIA and the Generals:  Covert 

Support to Military Government in South Vietnam; 

CIA and Rural Pacification in South Vietnam; The 

Way We Do Things: Black Entry Operations Into 

North Vietnam; Undercover Armies: Surrogate 

Warfare in Laos, 1961-1973; and others.  The 

complete conference agenda is available in this 

newsletter.  We hope you will be able to join us 

for what will be another interesting conference.  

has always had the courage to question 
things he knew should be changed.  One 
of my favorite stories is about Jim’s early 
discovery that the money made from the 
photocopy machines in the main library 
at Texas Tech went to the athletics de-
partment – not the library.  Upon learn-
ing this, Jim led a movement to have this 
policy changed so that the money gen-
erated by library patrons making photo-
copies went back to the library for future 
book acquisitions.  Those of you who are 
familiar with how entrenched athletic 
programs can be at Texas universities 
will appreciate most how remarkable a 
feat this was!

Another great example of Jim’s vision 
and leadership was his early involvement 
in establishing the first lifelong learning 
programs at our university which have 

grown and flourished.  Today, Texas Tech 
has the Osher Lifelong Learning Program 
that offers about 100 courses a year to 
nearly 3,000 students over the age of 50 
years.  For those of us who know him 
well, Jim sets a remarkable example for 
us to follow as a professional scholar and 
member of our community.

But Jim’s most lasting legacy will al-
ways be the Vietnam Center and Archive 
and the remarkable vision and course he 
has set for our project.  Our core mis-
sion will always remain promoting a bet-
ter understanding of US and Vietnamese 
history and the collection and preserva-
tion of archival materials that honor the 
service and sacrifices of veterans and 
participants in the Vietnam War.  But we 
also are committed to continue devel-
oping educational programs and other 
opportunities that foster reconciliation 

between the US and Vietnam.  In this 
the Vietnam Center is unique – not only 
do we preserve the past but we embrace 
the present and the future.  These are 
the legacies of Dr. Jim Reckner and we 
are honored, humbled and grateful to be 
carrying on these important initiatives 
on his behalf.

Please join us in wishing Jim and his 
family a wonderful retirement filled with 
a lot of R&R in between travel and as 
he catches up on research projects on 
Theodore Roosevelt’s navy – from which 
he has been distracted these past two 
decades.  Most important, please join us 
in thanking Jim and his family for their 
tireless commitment to this project.  We 
are eternally grateful to Jim for his vi-
sion, wisdom and leadership and for 
creating what is a national treasure out 
here in West Texas.  ó

Previously Classified CIA Documents 
Scheduled for Release at the Vietnam Center’s 

Upcoming Conference

continued from page one
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Thursday March 12, 2009
1200 – 1700 – Open Registration at the Holiday Inn Park Plaza
1730 – Reception – Cash Bar with heavy hors d’oeuvres – Holiday Inn Park Plaza

Friday March 13, 2009
0800 – Opening Remarks
0830 – Session 1 – Panel Discussion:  Understanding the War in Laos through the declassified works of CIA Analyst Thomas Ahern
Chair:  Dr. Timothy Castle, Southeast Asia Historian
• Dr. Jeffrey Race, Suan Sunandha Rajabhat University
• Col. Andrew Finlayson, Military Analyst
• Mr. Merle Pribbenow, Independent Researcher
1030 – Session 2 – Vietnamese perspectives on the War in Laos and Cambodia
• North Vietnam – Pathet Lao Alliance During The Vietnam War:  (Vietnam’s Official Perspectives), Mr. Chau Huy Ngoc, Ho Chi         	

        Minh City, Viet Nam
• The Relationship Between Cambodia, Laos, and Vietnam and the Vietnam War, Dr. Nguyen Thanh Long, Vietnam National University 	

        Ho Chi Minh City
• The Cambodian Incursion In 1970, Ms. Diu Huong, Graduate Student, Ohio University, Athens
1200 – Lunch with Speaker: Mr. Jim Parker:  CODENAME MULE, A CIA Case Office in Laos 
1400 – Session 3 – The CIA, Air America, and the War in Laos
• Laos – The Critical Years From 1956-1959 – A First-Hand Account, Mr. Rufus Phillips, CIA, Laos
• The History Of Air America In Laos, Mr. Allen Cates, Air America, Laos
1530 – Session 4 – Controversy and the War in Laos
• The Politics of Heroin Revisited: The CIA, War On Drugs And Secret Wars In Laos And Thailand, Dr. Jeremy Kuzmarov, Bucknell     	

        University
• Werner Herzog’s Vision of Dieter in Laos, Mr. Rob Weiner, Texas Tech University
1830 – Barbeque Dinner at 4-Bar-K Ranch

Saturday March 14, 2009
0830 – Session 5 – The War in Laos
• A Tipping Point For The United States In Laos: Operation Triangle, 1964, Dr. John Prados, National Security Archive
• Phouvong and Kong Mi: Creating Communist and Non-Communist Ethnic Brao Spaces along The Laos-Cambodia Border, Dr. Ian G.  	

        Baird, The University of British Columbia, Vancouver
• Laos and the International Commission for Supervision and Control: A Canadian Perspective, Dr. Michael Carroll, SDF Postdoctoral 	

        Fellow, University of Calgary
1030 – Session 6 – Postwar Laos
• Investment-Based Development In Northwest Lao PDR: A Lingering Postwar Landscape, Mr. Michael B. Dwyer, University of    	        	

       California, Berkeley
• UXO and Postwar Laos, Mr. Marcus Rhinelander, Independent Researcher and Filmmaker 
1200 – Lunch with speaker TBA
1400 – Session 7 – The War in Cambodia
• Sihanouk Between The Cat And The Dragon:  Cambodia From 1963-1964, Mr. Steve Sherman, Independent Researcher
• Viet-Nam War And Its Aftermath: U.S. Invasion Of Cambodia, Mr. Tan D. Thach, Independent Researcher
• The War in Cambodia, Dr. Geoffrey Shaw,  
1530 – Session 8 – The War in Thailand
• USAID Report: Architectural Notes In Vietnam, 1974.  Campus Designs for South Vietnam: The Infulence of Thailand’s   	       	         	

        Thammasat University And Other Southeast Asian Models Of Educational Architecture, Dr. Tom Reich, University of 	                	
        Wisconsin - Stevens Point

• Did Thailand Send Mercenaries To Fight In South Vietnam?  A New Challenge To An Old Label, Dr. Richard A. Ruth, United 	        	
        States Naval Academy

• Domino By Design: Thai-U.S. Relations During The Vietnam War, Sudina Paungpetch, Texas A&M University
1700 – Closing Remarks
1800 – Reception with Cash Bar and light hors d’oeuvres – Holiday Inn
1900 – Banquet with Speaker TBA

Laos, Cambodia, and Thailand and the Vietnam War
Conference Agenda

For years the Vietnam Center has 
hosted a Tet Celebration during the 
Vietnamese Lunar New Year.  This is 
the literal and traditional meaning of 
“Tet,” which from my perspective as an 
American is like Thanksgiving, Christmas 
and New Years rolled into a single holi-
day.  As many of our readers already 
know, the Tet holiday to the Vietnamese 
people is a time to visit and spend time 
with family and friends, exchange gifts, 
eat great food, and begin the year anew.  
This wonderful Vietnamese tradition 
dates back millennia and is celebrated 
by nearly 90 million Vietnamese world-
wide, to include more than 1 million 
Vietnamese Americans.

The Vietnam Center tradition of cel-
ebrating Tet was started by our founding 
director, Dr. Jim Reckner.  The purpose 
for our Tet Celebration is to help the stu-
dents, staff, and faculty at our university 
along with the surrounding community 
to better understand the people and 

culture of Vietnam.  It is a part of our 
project’s mission to foster a better un-
derstanding and reconciliation between 
our nations.  We are blessed to have 
Vietnamese and Vietnamese Americans 
in our community who join us for our 
annual Tet Holiday as well as Vietnam 
Veterans from our community.

But “Tet” also has a much more dif-
ficult meaning for countless Americans 
because the word itself has become en-
trenched in our culture.  When we hear 
or read “Tet”, most Americans generally 
and American veterans more specifically 
immediately think of the combat offen-
sives throughout Vietnam in 1968. What 
is most unfortunate in this is the failure 
of many to remember the events accu-
rately for while the US and ARVN losses 
were horrible during those battles, US 
and ARVN forces were successful in halt-
ing the North Vietnamese and Viet Cong 
advances – the media’s inaccurate por-
trayals notwithstanding. 

We must always remember those 
sacrifices as well as the successes, both 

American and South Vietnamese.  Our 
project at Texas Tech is the most com-
prehensive and dedicated project in the 
country focusing on preserving the his-
tory of service and sacrifice during the 
Vietnam War.  There is no other place 
in our nation with the amount of mate-
rial or level of commitment.  We will al-
ways remember and honor our nation’s 
veterans and those who fell in combat 
and every day we collect, preserve, and 
provide access to their history, so that fu-
ture generations will never forget what 
they did for our country.  At the same 
time, we remain firmly committed to the 
idea that Vietnam is not just a war.  More 
importantly, Vietnam is a country with a 
people who have rich traditions, history, 
and culture that are worthy of our deep-
er understanding.  

The word “Tet” has different meanings 
to different people.  Our goal is to make 
sure our national collective memory con-
tinues to include all of these meanings, 
while fostering mutual respect, under-
standing, and reconciliation.  ó

By Steve Maxner, Ph.D., Director

The Many Meanings of Tet...

The Year of the Ox
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Student Spotlight on Linda Duy
I’m Linda Duy and I work as a col-

lections processor at the Vietnam 
Archive. I currently attend Texas Tech 
University as a senior studying History 
and Archaeology. I have worked at the 
Archive for two years now and I love it! 
I started my job here at the archive scan-
ning documents, then slides, and cur-
rently I process the collections that are 
donated to the archive.

I consider myself extremely lucky to 
work at a place that protects and pre-
serves materials for future generations. 
Studying History and Archaeology has 
taught me that the knowledge of previ-
ous generations is invaluable and should 
be studied and cherished. Everyday this 
job reminds me that we can learn from 
our past to guide and protect our fu-
ture. 

One fascinating part of processing 
and scanning collections is that you get 
to learn about so many different aspects 
of the Vietnam War. The first collection I 
worked on was correspondence between 
the benevolent doctor Thomas A. Dooley 
and one of his biggest fans in Lubbock, 
Wildring Edwards. Dr. Dooley discussed 
his humanitarian work in Laos to help 

jungle tribes combat disease, injury, and 
infection. Another collection that I was 
fortunate enough to work on was the 
Social Movements Collection. This mas-
sive donation contains information on 
protests and movements small and large 
which pertain not only to the United 
States, but South America, Africa and 
elsewhere. The collection I am process-
ing now was donated by the HA(L) – 3 
Seawolf Association. It contains docu-
ments, pictures, maps, and microfilm 
from their time spent as a helicopter 
squadron at war and the reunions there-
after. As you can tell by just three of the 

collections I have handled during my 
time spent here, the Vietnam Archive 
helps protect information about all as-
pects of the time period and not just the 
information that is exclusive to the mili-
tary actions in the region. 

It is hard to describe the emotional 
connection one gets from reading cor-
respondence letters, seeing pictures, and 
learning of the places people go. You 
celebrate in their victory and cry in their 
defeat. The stories are real and moving. 
They are the intangible things that I will 
take with me for the rest of my life.  ó

Collections Processor Linda Duy works on the HA(L) - 3 Seawolf Association collection.

Staff Spotlight on Jason Stewart

12th Cavalry Regiment Association  ó  1st Combat Evaluation Group (CEVG)  ó  Fred H. Allison  ó 

William Badger  ó  Basic Officers Class 4-67 from the Basic School at MCB Quantico, Virginia  ó  Weldon 

Bigony  ó   William G. Bizon  ó  Riley Boothe  ó  Thomas E. Bowen  ó  Dale Brooks  ó  Richard Brown  ó  

Mike & Gloria Brunetti  ó  Elihu Carranza  ó  Birdie Childs  ó  Patricia Clark  ó  Penny L. Clark  ó  Richard 

L. Clarkson  ó  Betty Lou Clay  ó  Richard L. Cobb  ó  Chauncey J. Collard  ó  C. Timothy Corcoran, III  ó  

Kelly Crager  ó  John J. Deacy  ó  Delta Raiders of Vietnam Association (DROVA)  ó  Chris Densmore  ó  

Dustin Dieter  ó  Michael Do  ó  James M. Dodds  ó  Louise Marie Catherine Doherty  ó  Dolf M. Droge  ó  

Harold Eggers  ó  Raymond J. Essenmacher  ó  Howard Fackrell  ó  E. Q. (Skip) Fahel  ó  John P. Fanning  

ó  Dudley E. Faver  ó  Elizabeth Ferrer  ó  Ervin J. Fischer, Jr.  ó  Henry M. Fletcher  ó Randall Lee 

Foster  ó  James E. Franklin  ó  Philip L. French  ó  Roy Charles Gentry  ó  Bob Gorde  ó  Eily P. Gorman  

ó  Robert L. Gray  ó  Manfred Groth  ó  Patrick J. Honey  ó  Ruth Gertrude Hansen  ó  Jerry L. Harlowe  

ó  Ben L. Harrison  ó  George Heady  ó  Arne Hellstrom  ó  Gerald Hickey  ó  Sandy Hoffbeck  ó  Richard 

D. Holzheimer  ó  Byron P. Howlett, Jr.  ó  Wesley and Marilyn Hromatko  ó  Byron Hukee  ó  Michael 

Ingham  ó  Scott Johnson  ó  Gary Jones  ó  William H. Jones  ó  Frederick Kiley  ó  William E. Kirkland  

ó  William J. Kleinhenz  ó  David Kouba  ó  Robert Kreger  ó  Shannon Lancaster  ó  William B. (Buck) 

Lanier  ó  Doan Thanh Lien  ó  Raymond E. Loggins  ó  The LRRP/Rangers of the First Cavalry Division 

During the Viet Nam War  ó  Stuart Lutz  ó  Ronald P. (Phil) Marshall  ó  Milton N. Matheson  ó  Elizabeth 

Mayberry  ó  John McCullough  ó  Janet McDaniel  ó  Roger J. McFadden  ó  Boyd D. Mesecher  ó  Ed 

Moffitt  ó  George P.  Morgan, Jr.  ó  William Stuart Morgan, Jr.  ó  Roland D. Mower  ó  Tom Mueller  

ó  Dianne Griffin Murray  ó  Ruth Neher  ó  Curtis A. Nelson, Jr.  ó  Ly Huu Nguyen  ó  Le Xuan Nhuan  

ó  Kevin J. O’Neill  ó  Richard L. Okland  ó  Harvey Payment  ó  Dan Peckham  ó  Dennis Pelliccia  ó  

Thomas P. Pendergast  ó  Harry Peplinski, Jr.  ó  Camvan Phan  ó  Ty Ponder  ó  Carson Pontius  ó  Kurt 

Priessman  ó  Frederick Pumroy  ó  Vincent Puritano  ó  Shirleen Smith Reese  ó  William L. (Bill) Reynolds  

ó  Robert Rigoulot  ó  Louis Rios  ó  Jim Roper  ó  Julia Saffell  ó  Herbert Schandler  ó  Arnold Schecter  

ó  Jacob L. Schloss  ó  James Smith  ó  Michael O. Smith  ó  Frederick L. Spaulding  ó  Jerry Staples  ó  

Mike Sullivan  ó  Scott Swett  ó  Carter Taylor  ó  William L. Howard  ó  Emmett H. Tidd  ó  Di Tonthat  

ó  Tram Family  ó  Cao Van Vien  ó  Charles H. Weed  ó  Larry Westin  ó  Janice Whitehead  ó  Robert 

B. Wilcox  ó  Jack Williamson  ó  John L. Wilson  *  Richard E. Wood  *  Fred Walker  *   John Woolwine

Additions to the Archive
The following is a list of new collections donated to the Archive in 2008.  For more information 

about how you can donate to the Vietnam Archive, please visit: 
http://www.vietnam.ttu.edu/vietnamarchive/donors/

Hello, my name is Jason Stewart 
and I am the new oral historian at the 
Vietnam Center and Archive. Prior to 
joining the archive staff in August of 
2008, I was teaching as an instructor in 
the history department at the University 
of Southern Mississippi and working on 
my Ph.D. dissertation on the Army of 
the Republic of Vietnam (ARVN) and 
the Easter Offensive of 1972. I’m very 
excited to be a member of the Vietnam 
Archive and during the past six months 
I have enjoyed getting to know some of 
the most knowledgeable and dedicated 
people I have ever had the pleasure of 
working with. 

In my duties as an oral historian 
at the archive, I have the privilege of 
conducting interviews with men and 
women who were participants in one of 

the most significant historical events in 
the 20th Century. Since August, I have 
worked closely with Dr. Kelly Crager, 
the Head of the Oral History Project, to 
record and preserve the voices of those 
who those who have graciously agreed 

to participate in the project. I would like 
to thank all of you who have made the 
Oral History Project so successful, and 
I encourage you to please continue to 
support the project as you have in the     
past. ó

Oral Historian Jason Stewart searches the Virtual Archive.
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