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The Douglas Pike Collection: Indochina Archive

Douglas Pike, pictured above in this undated photograph, amassed a huge collection of materials focused on Southeast Asia.  Much of the collection was transferred to 
Texas Tech in 1997, and now the remainder, the Douglas Pike Collection: Indochina Archive, is open to researches at the Vietnam Archive.  The collection consists of over 
200 boxes and more than 400 books, and was transferred from Berkeley to Lubbock in 2009 to complete the Douglas Pike Collection.

Anna Mallet
Vietnamese American Heritage Archivist

Continued on page six

In 1996 Douglas Pike moved from 
Berkeley, California to Lubbock, bring-
ing a significant portion of his Indochina 
Collection to the Vietnam Archive.  In 
2009 Berkeley transferred the remain-
ing materials to the Vietnam Archive.  
The Douglas Pike Collection: Indochina 
Archive is now open to researchers.  

Professor Douglas Eugene Pike, vet-
eran, journalist, diplomat, teacher, 
scholar, writer, and renowned expert on 
Vietnam, served as Associate Director 
of Research at TTU’s Vietnam Center 
from 1996 to 2001. In War, Peace and 
the Vietcong, Pike wrote, “Vietnam has 

become the great intellectual tragedy of 
our times.”  

Dr. James Reckner, founding Director 
of the Vietnam Center and Archive, 
termed Pike “a living encyclopedia of 
the war.” “The Vietnam Center had been 
established in 1989,” Reckner recalled, 
“but it wasn’t until 1992 that we began  
planning our first major conference, … 
in April 1993. So great was Doug’s stat-
ure in the field of Vietnam Studies, we 
felt we had achieved a major success 
when he accepted our invitation … We 
were elated.”

Pike served as director of Berkeley’s 
Indochina Studies from 1982-1996. 
When Berkeley considered discon-

Virtual Vietnam Archive 
Quality Control
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The past academic year has been 
quite remarkable for the Vietnam 
Center and Archive. It has been a 
time of significant change and chal-
lenge as well as accomplishment.  

The most significant changes and 
challenges this past year have in-
volved our project staffing and fund-
ing.  The death of our friend and 
colleague, Danita Buckley, had a 
profound effect on all of us and we 
are reminded daily of the amount of 
work she accomplished for our proj-
ect. Because there is so much that 
needs to me managed in that regard, 
we are in the process of seeking a 
new administrative and budget assis-
tant for the Vietnam Center and Ar-
chive and look forward to introduc-
ing them to you when they become a 
part of our team.  Of course, DaNita 
will always have a special place in 
our hearts and we will always miss 
her and her dedication to the Viet-
nam Center and Archive. 

In terms of project funding, the 
international financial crisis finally 
caught up with the State of Texas and 
Higher Education funding through-
out the State.  This past spring, the 
Texas Legislature and Governor’s of-
fice had some very difficult decisions 
to make regarding State funding as 
cuts had to be made.  In the end, they 
decided that all Special Line Items 
funded by the State would be cut by 
nearly 30%.  As a result, the Vietnam 
Center and Archive budget for the 

Letter from the Director - The Year in Review

Stephen F. Maxner, Ph.D.
Director

The Vietnam Center and Archive

next two years will be cut by nearly 
1/3.  While this is going to have a 
profound impact on us, we will still 
be able to maintain all current staff 
and most of our operations.  We have 
accomplished this through cutting 
back on expenses and reassigning 
various duties and responsibilities 
that will leave current staff vacancies 
unfilled until funding is reinstated. 
Despite this cut in our funding, all of 
us at the Vietnam Center and Archive 
remain immensely grateful to the 
State of Texas Legislature and Gov-
ernor’s office for the level of support 
they are maintaining for our project.  
We know how lucky we are to have 
their support and will do all we can 
to streamline our operations, maxi-
mize the funding we receive, and re-
main excellent stewards of our fund-
ing and resources.

In terms of our program successes, 
as you see in the pages of this news-
letter (as well as those from earlier 
this year), the Vietnam Center and 
Archive achieved some significant 
success this past year.  We hosted or 
co-hosted three conferences, hosted 
a wonderful set of guest speakers 
for the Vietnam Center and Archive 
Guest Lecture Series, hosted our 
Summer Study Abroad in Southeast 
Asia, and worked with the University 
of California-Berkeley to reunite the 
two parts of the Pike Collection.

This years’ conference series in-
cluded two events in Lubbock to 
include a September 2010 confer-
ence on US National Security (co 
hosted with the US Army War Col-
lege) and our March 2011 Vietnam 
Symposium.  Video recordings of the 
presentations from these two confer-
ences are now available online at the 
Vietnam Center and Archive website.  
In addition, the Vietnam Center and 
Archive co hosted a Conference on 
Higher Education in Vietnam with 
the US Embassy and the Vietnam Ed-
ucation Foundation, which was held 
in Hanoi, Vietnam, in April 2011.  

While there are no video recordings 
of this conference, we hope that our 
partners will assist us in publishing 
proceedings from this conference 
that will be made more widely avail-
able to those interested.

In addition, our summer study 
abroad program in Southeast Asia 
was very successful.  I encourage you 
to read the article in this newsletter 
that provides some direct feedback 
from our students and the impact 
this trip has on them.

Lastly, we have finished process-
ing and integrating the rest of the 
Douglas Pike Collection into the 
Vietnam Center and Archive.  Our 
Special Project Archivist, Ann Mal-
lett, worked tirelessly to prepare 
these 234 linear feet of materials for 
archival storage and researcher ac-
cess and has provided an article and 
information about that collection 
in this newsletter.  Suffice it to say; 
when we learned that UC-Berkeley 
was no longer able to house and 
provide access to the remainder of 
Doug’s collection, we jumped at the 
chance to work with them to get that 
material here at Texas Tech.  As a re-
sult, the Vietnam Center and Archive 
now has approximately 700 boxes 
of historical documentation in the 
Douglas Pike Collection.  This makes 
Doug’s collection the largest personal 
collection in the Vietnam Center and 
Archive.  We are very proud to have 
worked with him and UC-Berkeley 
to make this world class collection 
available to students and researchers 
around the country.

To all of our Friends of the Viet-
nam Center and Archive and our 
many supporters around the country, 
I want to thank you for all you do to 
make our project a success.  Please 
join me in congratulating the staff 
of our project for all of their many 
accomplishments this past year.  We 
look forward to sharing news of 
future events and activities in the 
months ahead. ó
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2012 Guest Lecture Series
The Vietnam Center and Archive is 

pleased to announce that, thanks to a 
generous grant from the Helen Jones 
Foundation, our successful Guest Lec-
ture Series will continue in 2012 with 
five speakers (dates are tentative):

January 2012 - Dr. Lewis “Bob” Sor-
ley, a graduate of West Point who served 
as an executive officer in Vietnam from 
1963-1966.  Sorley later served as Assis-
tant Secretary of General Staff, Office of 
the Chief of Staff, and commanded a tank 
battalion in West Germany.  This was fol-
lowed by time on the faculty of the US 
Army War College and later work in the 
CIA.  Sorley is the author of numerous 
books, including A Better War: The Un-
examined Victories and Final Tragedy of 
America’s Last Years in Vietnam. 

March 2012 - Brig. General Tom 
Draude, President and Chief Executive 
Officer of the Marine Corps University 
Foundation. Draude served for over 30 
years in the US Marine Corps, includ-
ing three tours in Vietnam.  He later 
commanded Marine Security Guards in 
Europe and the 5th 
Marine Regiment, 
and served as the 
Assistant Division 
Commander of the 
1st Marine Division 
during Desert Shield 
and Desert Storm.  
He received two 
Distinguished Ser-
vice Medals and ten 
awards for combat, 
including two Silver Stars and the Purple 
Heart.

April 2012 - Dr. Raymond Scurfield, 
professor of social work at the Univer-
sity of Southern Mississippi Gulf Coast, 
is an expert in PTSD.  Scurfield served 
as an Army officer on a psychiatric team 
in Vietnam from 1968-69, and has spent 
three decades working with hundreds of 
combat veterans of the Vietnam War and 
other conflicts.  He has written numer-
ous books and articles about PTSD.

September 2012 - Dick Rutan served 
in the Air Force in Vietnam, flying over 

325 combat missions.  Following his 
time in the military, Rutan continued his 
aviation career, earning many honors, 
breaking many world records, and being 
inducted into the National Aviation Hall 
of Fame.  In 1986, he was the first person 
to fly nonstop around the globe without 
refueling.  He received the Presidential 
Citizen’s Medal of Honor, and his plane 
“Voyager” now hangs in the Smithson-
ian’s Air and Space Museum.

November 2012 - Rocky Bleier, a star 
football player at Notre Dame, was draft-
ed by the Pittsburgh Steelers in 1968.  

He also received a 
US Army draft no-
tice that year.  Leav-
ing the NFL, Bleier 
served in Vietnam 
with the 196th Light 
Infantry Brigade.  
Wounded when his 
platoon was am-
bushed, doctors 
told Bleier he would 
never play football 

again.  With the support of Steelers 
owner Art Rooney, his coach and team-
mates, Bleier trained for two years and 
eventually became a star running back 
for the Steelers during their four Super 
Bowl wins in the 1970s.

  The 2011 series concluded in Octo-
ber with Dr. Kara Dixon Vuic, followed 
by Capt. Dave Carey in November. ó

Learn more about this series at  

www.vietnam.ttu.edu/GLS

Dr. Kara Dixon Vuic spoke about the Army Nurse 
Corps on October 13th at the Lanier Auditorium.

Notre Dame and Pittsburg Steeler standout and 
Vietnam Veteran Rocky Bleir will speak in November 
2012 as part of the Guest Lecture Series

Virtual Vietnam Archive 
Quality Control

Quality of work produced has al-
ways been one of the foundation 
blocks of the Virtual Vietnam Archive 
(VVA), and two years ago this com-
mitment to quality control developed 
into a staff position to supervise the 
student assistants and the quality of 
their work.

The quality control process cov-
ers the full range of production, 
from initial digitization to review 
of entered metadata.  The process 
starts with the digital files created 
by scanning.  Each file is checked for 
both completeness (as compared to 
the original) and the quality of the 
scanned images.

As each item is digitized, it is as-
signed a unique identification num-
ber and a database metadata re-
cord is created.  These numbers are 
checked both in the file name and in 
the record, correcting any mistakes 
that would otherwise result in bro-
ken document links or duplicate da-
tabase records.  For record creation 
an item title protocol was established 
to ensure both completeness of in-
formation provided and consistency 
in titling, and the title of each item 
is checked during the QC process to 
conform to this standard.  The re-
mainder of the metadata is also re-
viewed, including dates and subject 
keywords.

While quality control is focused 
largely on the newly digitized ma-
terials and their associated records, 
time is made each month to review 
records digitized in the previous ten 
years of the project.

The student assistants involved in 
the digitization efforts of the Virtual 
Archive have done an outstanding 
job of learning the quality control 
standards established, and do an ex-
cellent job with the average of 2000 
new items and over 13,000 pages 
added each month. ó

Sheon Montgomery
Archival Specialist

http://www.vietnam.ttu.edu/GLS
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Oral History Project Update
Dr. Kelly Crager
Oral Historian

The Oral History Project continues 
to collect the personal memories of 
those involved in the Vietnam War. 
In pursuance of the Archive’s mis-
sion, the OHP maintains a very ac-
tive interviewing and outreach agen-
da, resulting in an impressive and 
continually-growing collection of the 
personal histories of the Vietnam War. 

Interviews Conducted: Since our 
last update, the Oral History Project 
has conducted and collected over 
eighty oral history interviews, 
taking our total oral his-
tory holdings to over 800 
interviews. The following 
is a brief description of a 
few recent interviews.

OH0768 Theodore Biever 
discusses his experiences 
with India Co., 3/9 Ma-
rines in 1968. Biever served 
as squad leader before being 
wounded in a mortar attack in 
September 1968.

OH0769 Gary Beaty discusses 
his experiences with the 56th 
Hospital/56th Special Oper-
ations Wing of the U.S. Air 
Force, July 1973-July 1974. 
Beatty served in Nakon Pha-
nom, Thailand, as a medic and par-
ticipated in numerous medcaps dur-
ing his tour of duty.

OH0770 Harriette King discusses 
her experiences as the spouse of 
Col. Carl King (U.S. Army, retired, 
OH0738) while Col. King served as 
an Army chaplain in Vietnam.

OH0771 Thomas Ray describes his 
experiences as point man with the 
LRRPs (Long Range Reconnaissance 
Patrol) of the 199th LIB and with the 
1st Cavalry Division. Ray also served 
three tours in Iraq from 2003 to 2009 
before retiring from the military.

OH0772 Jerry Schmotolocha de-

scribes his experiences as a member 
of C Troop, 1/9 Cav, of the 1st Airmo-
bile Division. Schomotolocha served 
in-country from October of 1965 to 
November of 1966.

OH0773 Ed Canby describes his 
experiences as an advisor with the 
Vietnamese Junk Force, a patrol of-
ficer with PBR Division 511, and an 
advisor with Vietnamese RAG 23-31. 
Canby also describes his earlier expe-
riences in World War II and Korea. 

OH0774 Jim Alexander describes 
his experiences as a point man with 
4/3 Infantry of the Americal Divi-
sion. He served in-country from Oc-

tober of 1969 until he was wounded 
on April 15, 1970.

OH0775 John DeGroot describes 
his experiences as an MP with the 
Americal Division. DeGroot served in 
Vietnam from October of 1969 until 
October of 1970. DeGroot also brief-
ly discusses his experiences in the 
War on Terror.

OH0776 Lt. Col. William K. Nolan 
discusses his experiences in Vietnam. 
Nolan was a combat engineer officer 
and served two tours of duty in Viet-
nam.

OH0777 Larry Siegel discusses his 
experiences as a platoon leader en-

gaged in U.S. Army civic action proj-
ects in Vietnam from June 1969-July 
1970.

OH0778 Denny Hausker discusses 
his experiences in Vietnam with the 
2nd Finance Company in Long Binh, 
1969-1970.

OH0779 Rod Dwyer describes his 
experiences as an advisor for the 
Phoenix Program in Ninh Thuan 
Province in 1970. Dwyer discusses 
the daily operations as a Phoenix ad-
visor as well as the controversies that 
surround the program itself.

OH0780 Elpidio (Skip) Fahel dis-
cusses his experiences as platoon 
leader and company commander 
in Vietnam. Fahel served two tours 

of duty, first with the 
2nd Battalion (Mech), 
22nd Infantry from April 
1967-April 1968, and the 
3rd Battalion, 1st Infan-
try, 11th Light Infantry 
Brigade, Americal Division 
from September 1969-Sep-
tember 1970.

OH0781 Bill Sparks describes his 
experiences as an F-105 pilot. Sparks 
served two tours in Southeast Asia. In 
the first, he flew missions over Hanoi 
with the 23rd TFW in 1965. In the 

second, he flew as a Wild 
Weasel with the 355th TFW 
until he was injured after 
being shot down over North 

Vietnam in December of 1967.
OH0782 Brig. Gen. Thomas V. 

Draude (USMC, ret.) discusses his 
experiences as a three-tour veteran 
of the Vietnam War. Draude served 
with 3rd Platoon, D Company, 1/3 
Marines around DaNang in 1964, 
and later served with the 3/7 Ma-
rines as commander of a rifle com-
pany. Draude returned to Vietnam 
in 1969 and served with the Marine 
Advisory Unit as an advisor to the 
5th Vietnamese Marine Battalion in 
the Mekong Delta area, as well as 
during the Cambodian Incursion in 
1970. Draude served in numerous 

Documents, artifacts, and images are just a few of the items donated to the archive by 
our Oral History participants.  The items pictured are from the John H. (Dutch) DeGroot 
Collection and the E.Q. (Skip) Fahel Collection
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other capacities in the Marine Corps 
throughout his career, including serv-
ing as Assistant Division Commander 
of the 1st Marine Division during Op-
eration Desert Storm.

OH0784 John Mateyko describes 
his experiences as a helicopter pilot 
with A Company (Rattlers) 501st 
Aviation Battalion. Mateyko served 
in-country from August of 1965 until 
August of 1966.

OH0785 John Holland describes 
his career as an officer in the US 
Navy. Holland served in Vietnam 
from 1969 until 1970 and was the 
commander of Operation Sea Tiger. 
Holland also served as a Navy advi-
sor and worked with the South Viet-
namese Navy during Operation Chi 
Lang. He retired from the Navy in 
1981.

OH0786 Renowned anthropologist 
Gerald Hickey discusses some of his 
experiences working with Montag-
nard tribes in the 1950s, 1960s, and 
1970s.

OH0787 Randall Smith discuss-
es his experiences while serving in 
Vietnam with 457th Troop Carrier 
Squadron (USAF) in Soc Trang and 
Cam Ranh Bay, 1966-1967. Smith 
served as aircraft mechanic and 
flight engineer.

OH0788 Jim Mottern describes his 
experiences as a gunnery division 
officer aboard the USS Agerholm. 
While serving aboard the Ager-
holm, the destroyer was deployed to 
Vietnam from July to December of 
1970 and from June to December of 
1971.

OH0789 Jerry Staples discusses his 
experiences in the U.S. Navy in Viet-
nam. Staples served as an advisor to 
the Vietnamese Junk Force, 1964-
1965, and returned to serve with 
River Division 593 (Task Force 116), 
1968-1969.

OH0790 Earl Wright describes his 
experiences as radio relay carrier op-
erator with the 22nd MACV group at 
Kontum in 1964. Wright also discuss-
es the experiences of his second tour 
in Vietnam with an Armor Command 
Advisory Detachment at Go Vap in 

1968.
OH0791 James Wollner describes 

his experiences as a member of the 
2nd Airboat Platoon. Wollner served 
in the Mekong Delta from September 
of 1967 until August of 1968.

OH0792 Jerry Gladysz discusses 
his experiences as a helicopter pi-
lot in Vietnam. Gladysz served with 
A Company, 229th Aviation Battal-
ion, 1st Air Cavalry Division, 1966-
1967.

OH0793 Jack Wood describes his 
experiences as an officer in the 2nd 
Battalion of the 19th Artillery of the 
1st Cav Division. Wood also served 
with the 1st Infantry Division during 
his first tour of duty from 1965 to 
1966. Wood served a second tour of 
duty, this time with the 57th Trans-
portation Battalion in 1968.

OH0795 Cindi Williamson, daugh-

ter of U.S. Navy veteran Jerry Staples 
(OH0789), discusses her experienc-
es as a young girl while her father 
served two tours of duty in Viet-
nam.

OH0797 Kathy Campbell, daugh-
ter of U.S. Navy veteran Jerry Staples 
(OH0789), discusses her experienc-
es as a young girl while her father 
served two tours of duty in Viet-
nam.

OH0798 Mike Garemko discusses 
his experiences in Vietnam while 
serving with the 1st Military Intel-
ligence Battalion Aerial Reconnais-
sance Support (1st MIBARS), De-
tachment B in DaNang. Garemko 
served with 1st MIBARS in Vietnam 

1969-1970, and later became an ac-
tive member of Vietnam Veterans 
Against the War.

Reunions attended: A very impor-
tant part of the outreach work we do 
in the Oral History Project involves 
our attending numerous Vietnam 
veterans’ reunions around the coun-
try and encouraging veterans and 
their families to participate in pre-
serving their history at the Archive. 
Since our last update we have at-
tended the following reunions:

Vietnam Helicopter Crew Members 
Association Reunion in St. Louis, MO 
(June 2011)

24th Annual Florida Vietnam and 
All Veterans Reunion in Melbourne, 
FL (May 2011)

95th Medical Evac Hospital Re-
union in Washington, D.C. (April 
2011)

USMC Combined Action Company 
Reunion in San Antonio, TX (Novem-
ber 2010)

2/1 Marines Association Reunion 
in San Antonio, TX (November 
2010)

Forward Air Controllers’ Reunion 
in Ft. Worth, TX (October 2010)

Tan Son Nhut Association Reunion 
in San Antonio, TX (October 2010)

1/5 Mech Reunion in Framingham, 
MA (September 2010)

1st Military Intelligence Battalion 
(Air Reconnaissance Support) Re-
union in Las Vegas, NV (July 2010)

In July, oral historian Jason Stew-
art left the Archive to pursue a teach-
ing career in his home state of Mis-
sissippi. Jason was an integral part of 
the OHP and Archive for three years, 
and we will certainly miss him and 
all he was able to contribute to our 
mission. Please join me in wishing 
Jason and his family the best of luck 
in his new career. ó

Learn more about the OH Project 

www.vietnam.ttu.edu/oralhistory

Archive staff conducted an interview with 
anthropologist Gerald Hickey before his passing this 
year.  Hickey worked extensively with the Montgnard 
tribes in the 50s-70s, including Y Bham Enuol of the 
Rhade (above)

http://www.vietnam.ttu.edu/oralhistory
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tinuing support for the Project, Pike 
approached Reckner and Dr. David 
Murrah, Assistant Director of Libraries 
for Special Collections, about donating 
his collection to the Vietnam Archive. 
This collection, now one of the Archive’s 
largest and most frequently used, com-
prises seven million pages of documents, 
15,000 books, 15,000 monographs, and 
3,000 slides. 

This left 425 books and 234.15 lin-

ear feet of documents remaining at 
Berkeley, maintained by Mr. Stephen 
Denney. When unable to continue sup-
port for Pike’s remaining collection, 
Berkeley contacted the Vietnam Center 
and Archive in 2008. Mary Saffell and Ty 
Lovelady assessed the collection in July 
2009, and in September 2009, Saffell, 
Amy Mondt and Anna Mallett boxed the 
collection and shipped it to TTU. This 
addition, designated the Douglas Pike 
Collection: Indochina Archive, was pro-
cessed into thirty-one series. The com-
plete finding aid for the collection is 
available on our website.

Continued from page one
The 234.15 linear feet of documents 

make up most of the series and 
consists of news-
paper clippings 
and periodicals 
covering politi-
cal, social, and 
economic issues 
of the Democratic 
Republic of 
Vietnam (DRV) 
and the Socialist 
Republic of 
Vietnam (SRV), 
from 1929-2001. 
The clippings deal 
with foreign rela-
tions, economy, 
armed forces, legal 
issues, ethnic groups, refugees, and reed-
ucation. Subjects of note are: Refugees, 
SRV Reeducation, ICRC interviews with 
POWs in South Vietnam-Pre 1975, and 
Government Documents. 

  The 425 books cover Asian Studies 
topics. Books from 1927 through the 
1940s deal with Japanese politics, soci-
ety, economics, and culture, Japan’s role 
in World War II, and the aftermath of the 
war, including a tour book produced by 
the Board of Tourist Industry, Japanese 
Government Railways, documenting 
plans for the XII Olympiad (cancelled 
due to onset of World War II). The bulk 
of the books from the 1970’s-1980’s con-
cern refugees, resettlement, and minor-
ity groups

The largest series, comprised of news-
paper clippings, regarding Foreign Policy 
of the DRV (later, SRV) towards China, 
the USSR, and the USA. A major topic is 
Vietnam’s Cambodian Incursion and the 
border war in January and February of 
1978. Clippings in the Cambodia series 
cover the rise of the Khmer Rouge and the 
Cambodian Genocide. The Cambodia bi-
ographies of are particular note, especial-
ly the Biography Project (Revolutionary 
Peoples Party of Kampuchea May 1981-
1985), the Biography Lists, and  bi-
ographies of leaders such as Prince 
Norodom Chakrapong, Prince Norodom 
Ranariddh, Son Sann, Souber Son Sann, 
General Dien Del, Sichan Siv, and (Mun) 
Sek Yen.

Researchers will discover a wealth of 
knowledge and insight from the Douglas 
Pike Collection: Indochina Archive on a 
range of topics, including: Vietnam’s his-
tory, culture, politics, foreign relations, 
society, economy; the Vietnam War; the 
Vietnamese-American immigration expe-
rience; Vietnamese reeducation camps; 
Cambodian history (particularly the 
Khmer Rouge and the Pol Pot regime), 
Refugee issues,  resettlement, education 
programs, gangs; and World War II, par-
ticularly regarding Japan before, during, 
and after the war. ó

So great was Doug’s 
stature in the field of 
Vietnam Studies, we felt 
we had achieved a major 
success when he accept-
ed our invitation [to our 
first conference] … We 
were elated. - Dr. James 
Reckner

The new collection contains a wide variety of materials documenting the Democratic 
Republic of Vietnam and the Socialist Republic of Vietnam from 1929-2001.

View the finding aid online at 

www.vietnam.ttu.edu/pike

The Virtual Vietnam Archive (VVA) first 
went online in November of 2001.  Ten 
years later, the Virtual Archive is nearing 
a number of milestones.  In the coming 
months the VVA will pass the 3.4 mil-
lion page mark, including over 130,000 
slides and photographs.  Additionally, the 
500,000th item was added in October.  
The VVA has grown and evolved not only 
in the size and scope of items available, 
but also in its look and in the ways to ac-
cess the digital resources.  Look for more 
about the history of the Virtual Archive 
in our next issue. ó

Virtual Archive 
10th Anniversary

Assistant Archivist Anna Mallet, part of a team 
transferring the remainder of the Pike Collection 
from Berkeley to Texas Tech, recovers materials that 
were mistakenly thrown away at Berkeley.

http://www.vietnam.ttu.edu/indochina_archive
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2011 Study Abroad - The Trip of a Lifetime
Dr. Stephen Maxner
Director

The Vietnam Center and Archive at 
Texas Tech is proud to be the home of 
the Lee Roy Herron Scholarship and the 
TTU Summer Study Abroad in Southeast 
Asia.  Each summer, we take a group of 
students to Vietnam, Cambodia, Thai-
land, and sometimes Laos, so they may 
learn firsthand about the countries in-
volved in the Vietnam War and gain a 
better understanding and appreciation 
for the peoples and cultures of Southeast 
Asia.  When these students return, they 
are changed students and citizens.  They 
return home with a sincere appreciation 
for the blessings we enjoy as Americans, 
realize how fortunate we are as a nation 
and a people, and understand that we 
have obligations as global citizens.

As we travel throughout the region, 
our students keep journals of their ex-
periences and we ask that they provide 
us with brief impact statements.  Here 
is what they had to say about our trip in 
summer 2011…     

Studying abroad in Southeast Asia was tru-
ly an incredible opportunity and this trip was 
one of the best and most fundamentally life-
changing experiences I have ever had.  Trav-
eling to a variety of historical sites allowed us 
to experience different cultures and see the 
various terrains of the region.  Moreover, pre-
senting scholarships to underprivileged stu-
dents in Vietnam and Cambodia offered us 
opportunities to interact with students and 
form friendships, while also making a con-
tribution to their education and their future. 
David Johnson, Ph.D. Student

The study abroad in Southeast Asia was 
the greatest educational and life experience 
of my life.  Being at the actual battlefields 
and cities and meeting the Vietnamese peo-
ple really makes me feel connected to them, 
their history, and even my own country’s his-
tory on a more personal level.  Before the trip 
I never really gave much thought to a Ph.D. 
but now I feel that is something I want to pur-
sue.  And I have now become very interested 
in teaching English somewhere in Southeast 

Asia after I graduate.  What I learned and 
experienced there will alwys stay with me 
and effect my life and studies.  Wesley Mc-
Casland, M.A. Student  

The Vietnam Center Summer Study 
Abroad in Southeast Asia provided me with 
the most powerful learning experience of my 
life.  When our flight landed in Hanoi I was 
completely unprepared for the knowledge 
and understanding I would walk away with. 

I went to Vietnam hoping to gain a better 
perspective of the war and the experiences 
of the US military but ended up learning to 

appreciate not only those brave men and 
women but also the nations and cultures in 
which they were fighting. Choosing to study 
abroad in Southeast Asia is a decision I will 
never forget or regret and is an experience I 
will always cherish.  Jacquelyn Kimmey, Un-
dergraduate Student

My experience in Southeast Asia changed 
my life and my academic career. Based on 
what I learned of Vietnamese culture, history, 
and the people in Southeast Asia, I plan to fo-
cus my studies on the Vietnam War. The trip 
provided me with a firsthand knowledge of 
the country and culture I would never have 
gained otherwise. One month in Southeast 
Asia taught me more than I learned during 
many semesters in classrooms. That experi-
ence will stay with me the rest of my life and 
it is something I will never forget.  Amber Ba-
tura, M.A. Student 

The Vietnam Center Study Abroad provid-
ed me with a once in a lifetime opportunity 
to experience the history, culture, and people 
of Southeast Asia.  Suddenly, “the Vietnam 
War” had a human face where, before this 
trip, these were only words on a page. Under-
standing this human aspect of the war will be 
something I always carry with me. This trip 
has been the highlight of my academic career 
and has helped to shape me personally, aca-
demically, and professionally.  Aaron Acosta, 
M.A. Student

 Before going on this trip, I studied the 
Vietnam War for nearly two years but ev-
erything was confined to my research in 
books, maps, and photographs. Now, I have 
personal memories of the streets of Hanoi 
and Saigon; the Imperial Citadel in Hue; the 
tunnels of Cu Chi; the recoil and noise of an 
M-60 machine gun; the intense foliage of Tay 
Ninh; the rice paddies at Ap Bac; the hospi-
tality and smiles of the Vietnamese people; 
the emotional weight of the Toul Sleng pris-
on and the Killing Fields at Cheong Ek; and 
the majesty of Angkor Wat and the Palaces of 
the King of Thailand. When I returned home, 
I could not look at those same books, maps, 
photographs, and my own research the same 
way again.  I will treasure these memories 
for the rest of my life.  Nick Arandia, M.A. 
Student ó

Visit to the Citadel in Hue, where students learn about the 
massive battle that took place there during Tet, 1968.

Visit to the (1963) Battlefield at Ap Bac, made famous by 
John Paul Vann, Neil Sheehan, and the use of APCs and 
helicopters in support of ground operations in Vietnam.

Vietnam Center and Archive scholarship distribution 
ceremony at Open University in Ho Chi Minh City.
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July 4th Parade

The Vietnam Center and Archive’s AH-1G Cobra Attack 

Helicopter (Chuck Carlock Collection) made a rare 

appearance in Lubbock’s 4th on Broadway Parade, 

accompanied by Cub Scout Troop 511.

To keep up with events and happenings at the Center and 

Archive, “like” us on Facebook, follow us on Twitter, or 

join our email listserv.

You can find out more about these and other options on 

our website at www.vietnam.ttu.edu/followus.
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