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Friends Vietnam Centerof 
the

An International Conference Sponsored by
The Vietnam Center and Archive, Texas Tech University, and The U.S. National Archives, Washington, D.C.

September 26th-28th, 2013

The Vietnam Center and Archive is proud 
to announce that we will host our 2013 an-
nual conference in partnership with the U.S. 
National Archives.  The event will take place 

at the McGowan Theater 
in the National Archives 
in Washington, DC.  To 
organize this confer-
ence, we have worked 
very closely with Viet-

nam War scholars Lien-Hang T. Nguyen (Uni-
versity of Kentucky), Edward Miller (Dart-
mouth College) and Larry Berman (Georgia 
State University).  

This conference will reexamine the year 
1963 as it has long been viewed as a water-
shed in both the history of the American-Viet-
nam War and Modern Vietnamese History.  
From the battle of Ap Bac to the assassina-
tions of Presidents Ngo Dinh Diem and John 
F. Kennedy, the events of 1963 helped to 

Continued on page two

shape the subsequent escalation of the Viet-
nam War and contributed to its transforma-
tion into a major international conflict.  This 
conference will highlight some of the most 
recent research on various aspects of 1963 
and will explore the larger themes and trends 
that followed.  For this conference, we will 
bring together specialists in Vietnam War 
history, the history of U.S. foreign relations, 
international history, Cold War studies, and 
Vietnamese studies.

Vietnam, 1963
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Keep up-to-date about the conference online at 
www.vietnam.ttu.edu/conference.htm
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Special Note: This conference is free and open to the public.  Please direct any questions regarding this event to Dr. Steve Maxner, director, 
Vietnam Center and Archive, Texas Tech University.  He may be reached at steve.maxner@ttu.edu or 806-834-2621.  For the most updated infor-
mation regarding the conference, please visit www.vietnam.ttu.edu/conference.htm.

While free and open to the public, we do need for guests to register.  Please visit the conference website at the url above, or use the QR code 
at the bottom of this page, to complete the online registration form.

Continued from page one

Thursday, September 26, 2013
6:30 PM: Keynote Address by Dr. George Herring, Professor Emeritus, University of Kentucky 

Location: Woodrow Wilson International Center for Scholars 
Ronald Reagan Building and International Trade Center 
1300 Pennsylvania Ave., NW, Washington, DC 20004-3027 
Reception follows

Friday, September 27, 2013
Location: McGowan Theater, National Archives 

700 Pennsylvania Ave., NW, Washington, DC 20004 

8:00 AM: Welcoming Remarks 

8:30 AM: Panel 1: Regime Changes: New Perspectives on Ngo Dinh Diem and the First Republic of Vietnam 
Panel Chair: David Anderson, California State University, Monterey Bay 

Jessica Chapman, Williams College 
Edward Miller, Dartmouth College 
Nu-Anh Tran, University of California, Berkeley 

10:00 AM: Coffee Break 

10:30 AM: Panel 2: Perspectives: Participant recollections about the events of 1963 
Panel Chair: Stephen Maxner, Texas Tech University 

Ambassador Bui Diem, RVN Ambassador to the U.S.
Rufus Philips, U.S. Agency for International Development 
Robert Miller, U.S. Department of State (Retired)

12:00 PM: Lunch 

1:30 PM: Panel 3: Revolutionary Locales: War and Social Transformation in the South Vietnamese Countryside 
during the early 1960s 
Panel Chair: Jeffrey Race, Independent Scholar 

David Biggs, University of California, Riverside 
David Hunt, University of Massachusetts, Boston 
Oscar Salemink, University of Copenhagen

3:00 PM: Coffee Break 

3:30 PM: Panel 4: Military Matters: U.S. Military Advisors and the ARVN in 1963 
Panel Chair: Ronald Spector, The George Washington University 

Andrew Birtle, U.S. Army Center of Military History 
Merle Pribbenow, Independent Scholar 
Andy Wiest, University of Southern Mississippi

5:00 PM: End of First Day

Saturday, September 28, 2013
Location: McGowan Theater, National Archives 

700 Pennsylvania Ave., NW, Washington, DC 20004 

8:30 AM: Panel 5:  The International Context of the Communist Strategy in 
1963

Panel Chair: Lien-Hang T. Nguyen, University of Kentucky 
Pierre Journoud, Institute for Strategic Research, French Military 
Academy (IRSEM) 
Sophie Quinn-Judge, Temple University 
James Hershberg, The George Washington University 

10:00 AM: Coffee Break 

10:30 AM: Panel 6: American Responses to the Crisis of 1963 in South Vietnam 
Panel Chair: Richard Immerman, Temple University 

John Prados, National Security Archive, The George Washington 
University 
KC Johnson, Brooklyn College, City University of New York 
Marilyn Young, New York University 

12:00 PM: Lunch 

1:30 PM: Panel 7: Getting in, Getting out: Kennedy and Withdrawal from Vietnam 
Panel Chair: Richard Reeves, Independent scholar 

Howard Jones, University of Alabama 
Timothy Naftali, New America Foundation 
Marc Selverstone, University of Virginia

3:00 PM: Coffee Break

3:30 PM: Panel 7: Costs and Consequences: 1963 and the History of the Vietnam War 
Panel Chair: Larry Berman, Georgia State University 

Pierre Asselin, Hawai’i Pacific University 
Phillip Catton, Stephen F. Austin State University 
Mark Lawrence, University of Texas, Austin 
Fredrik Logevall, Cornell University 

5:00 PM: Closing Remarks 

The McGowan Theater, NARA
from: www.ceramiassociates.com

ó

The conference is free and open to the public, but 
you can pre-register to guarantee a seat at 
www.vietnam.ttu.edu/conference.htm
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New FVPPA Donation
The Vietnam Center and Archive is honored 

to have received a second donation of materi-
als from the Families of Vietnamese Political 
Prisoners Association president, Khuc Minh 
Tho.  This new collection includes many files 
related to the FVPPA’s history, Orderly De-
parture Program Application Files, numerous 
photographs, and many plaques and awards 
received by Mrs. Tho for her lifetime of work.

More information about this donation and 
many of the other great collections received 
by the Archive this year will be included in a 
future issue.

Left: a few of the FVPPA materials at Khuc Minh Tho’s 
house.  Right: The materials arrive at the Archive.


